
New Year card with a story of old, second-hand and new trams in European cities 

 

Dear Friend,  

In the attached file you will find pictures about trams and a short story ending with some 

suggestions for the new year. Hope you will find it interesting! 

Happy New Year! 

Iván Tosics 

 

 

Dear Friend,  

Below you can see six small pictures of trams. The first two were taken in Timisoara, the next 

two in Sofia and the final two in Budapest. 

  

Timisoara: the old socialist tram and the second-hand tram from Bremen (2011). 

Source: http://www.beyondtheforest.com/Romania/CFR7.html       Source: author. 

 

   

Sofia: the old socialist tram and the second-hand tram from Halle (2011). Photos by author. 

 

http://www.beyondtheforest.com/Romania/CFR7.html


   

Budapest: the old socialist tram and the second-hand tram from Hanover (2010). 

Source: http://tramways.wordpress.com/2011/04/11/tram-marathon-2011-water-wine-and-wegmanner/ Source: András Ekés 

 

What is common in these pictures? The left ones show the old trams of these cities, usually 

aged 50-60 years, inherited from the socialist times. On the right side second-hand trams can 

be seen which were imported from western cities, thus serving their second life: the Bremen 

tram in Timisoara, the Halle tram in Sofia, the Hanover tram in Budapest. This „swapping to 

the East” of used Western trams happened in the last 10-15 years and was good for everyone: 

the Eastern cities could improve the quality of their public transport in a cheap way  (their 

own trams were older and in poorer shape) while the more affluent Western cities invested 

into brand new modern trams or subways. 

It is by no accident that all the swapped trams came from German cities: no second hand 

French or British trams can be found in the streets of East Central European cities. In France 

and the UK almost all the tram lines have been shut down by the 1970s, well before the 

opening up of the Iron Curtain. German cities made less radical changes, mostly keeping their 

tram networks even in the heydays of car use in cities.  

In the decades of prosperity, since the mid 1980s till the late 2000s, Western cities heavily 

invested into public transportation. Some started to build subways, others developed new tram 

lines, operated nice, new, modern trams.    

The starting financial difficulties, however, posed limits to these developments. One of the 

French cities has built three new tram lines in the last decade. The planned fourth new tram 

line, however, has finally not been built due to budget reasons: it had to be replaced with a 

cheaper solution, a dedicated busline.  

Also other Western cities had to slow down the costly developments of new tram lines and the 

replacement of their ageing tram cars. This change also hit the East Central European cities 

which got less possibilities to buy relatively good quality second hand tram cars for a cheap 

price.  

The period, when the growth and extension of our cities was taken for granted, is over. The 

crisis of public finance brings difficulties (also) to cities, many of which have to start to 

curtail public services. However, it does matter how this is realized.  

As some politicians say, never waste a good crisis to change towards more sustainable 

development. Both in the Western and in the Eastern countries innovative thinking is needed 

to ensure the development of the cities under the scarcity of public money.  

http://tramways.wordpress.com/2011/04/11/tram-marathon-2011-water-wine-and-wegmanner/


I am conviced that in the upcoming cost-sensitive restructuring period the trams have to play 

important role, being amongst the most sustainable and affordable ways to ensure mobility in 

larger cities. Trams are valuable elements of European urban life, preventing our cities from 

being drowned (second time) in the wave of motor-cars. Thus trams should not be the first 

victims of rationalization. 

I wish you Happy New Year and many nice tram rides in your city in 2012! 

Iván Tosics 

 


