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Torino, Italy

16-17 March 2023
notes by Iván Tosics
https://www.citiesforum2023.eu/
The 5th edition of Cities Forum will be held in Torino, Italy from 16 to 17 March 2023. The event brings together key urban stakeholders at European, national, regional and local levels who are committed to a green and just future of cities.

Cities Forum 2023 is the place and moment to discuss the urban dimension of Cohesion Policy for 2021-2027, namely how our main investment policy can help cities advance by financing sustainable urban development. A key moment of the event will be the presentation of new EU level initiatives created to support cities. The 5th edition of the Cities Forum will host the official launch of the European Urban Initiative (EUI) and its first EU level capacity building event.

The forum will put a spotlight on the recent developments under the key policies and initiatives which engage cities such: as the Urban Agenda for the EU, the EU Mission for 100 Climate Neutral and Smart Cities and explore how the New European Bauhaus can be used to make a difference in local development. As place-based approaches are at the core of Cohesion Policy, we aim to underline the role of small- and medium-sized cities and functional territories in developing tailor-made solutions for local challenges.

Following the theme of this year’s edition, the event will focus on the role of cities in implementing the European Green Deal and the importance of strategic approaches to address the needs for climate adaptation and environmental protection.

The 5th edition of the Cities Forum will provide an opportunity to strengthen the core EU objective of social inclusion by bringing forward measures for welcoming people with a migrant background and for their inclusion at a local level, including but not limited to the consequences of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. In our efforts to achieve the objective of leaving no one behind, the exchange on effective practices for the socio-economic inclusion of marginalised groups at the local level and preventing and combatting segregation will continue during the forum.

OGR Torino is an international hub of 35,000 square meters in the heart of Turin, dedicated to contemporary culture, innovation and business acceleration. In its OGR Tech spaces it sets up a whole growth and innovation community where applied research, startups and scaleups, SMEs and large corporations meet in a creative and dynamic environment, a network in dialogue with business excellence on an international scale. Since 2017, open and inclusive space, it welcomes visitors to OGR Cult with site-specific art exhibitions, musical events and projects developed with international partners. A constantly renewing hub that invites everyone to discover it. Website: ogrtorino.it 
For over a hundred years the OGR - Officine Grandi Riparazioni, an imposing late XIX century industrial complex drove the town’s growth. Abandonment and dereliction ensuing the early 1990s closure, led to their planned demolition, luckily averted. In 2013 Fondazione CRT purchased the 20,000 sq.m. H-shaped building, the offices and the yards and, through Società OGR-CRT, their redevelopment began.

One thousand days were required to return them to Turin, converted into a new heart beating on creativity, culture and shows, projected towards the world. One hundred million euros invested by Fondazione CRT to bring back to life the OGR, the “cathedral” of Turin’s industrial history. Hi-tech solutions, environmental sustainability, historical preservation, versatility of spaces and accessibility for all: these were the specifications behind the radical refurbishment and conversion of the OGR: from former train repairs Workshops to new Workshops for contemporary culture, innovation and business acceleration, with a marked international stance.

2023-03-16
09:00 - 09:30 Registration & welcome coffee at OGR Torino
09:30 – 12:00 Site visits. 
Social innovation practices for urban regeneration

This tour around the neighbourhoods of Aurora and Barriera displays not only inspiring examples of urban regeneration, but especially the social impact of this work on the community involved.

Study tour Porta Palazzo

Chiara Lucchini, Torino Urban Lab +39 349 342 4760 chiara.licchini@urbancenter.to.it 

Chiara Lucchini, Torino Urban Lab Cities Forum she was leading the study tour to Porta Palazzo. She knows Luca at PoliTo.
From 1990s ERDF programme, integrated, steering group continued to work. 
1) Arsenale della Pace, from 1580s, large amunition factory. Now open to evryone, all year. 4 bed dormitories to migrants. SERMIG foundation, also refugees from Ukraine. 

2) Giardino Pellegrino: community association fighting against the reduction of Porta Palazzo market, unsuccessfully. Garden area was abandoned for 10 ears, disputes between private owner and municipality. Pandemic, crowdfunding, open agreement with municipality, commons idea. 

3) Urban barriere di Milano, landing place for migrants. Open innovation center. COLLA! Vermouth. City assessed the market value of the building, COLLA! won the tender, 70% discount if selected users (tender to startups) also offer public services. Now waiting list for places. Also coworking place, also students. People can come in and use all tools for 3 eur/day. Social blockchain company.
***Fantastic use of postindustrial heritage. 

Backbone: find out the details of the 20 years’ project to put the train line in tunnel and create a city motorway on the surface…

http://www.comune.torino.it/torinoplus/english/trasformazioneinnovazione/trasformazioni/spinacentrale/index.shtml
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/30524992_Torino_city_report
Three key projects for recovery. An Urban Masterplan set a fresh regulatory and zoning framework for land use in the city; a Neighbourhoods Unit regenerated its most disadvantaged neighbourhoods, in partnership with local residents; and a Strategic Plan, drafted over two years of consultation, united leading public and private sector actors with civil society in setting in place a wider framework for existing and planned recovery projects, and formed a voluntary cross-sector coalition to implement it. 

p.27/60: spina centrale

Historically, Torino’s industrial areas and their adjacent working-class residential neighbourhoods bordered the city’s main railway line, the city’s industrial artery, which cleaves through the city from North to South, creating a major spatial division. The decision was taken to build on existing public project, funded by the State-owned railway company, to ‘bury’ this central railway line, thereby enabling a fourfold increase in its capacity, and transforming the surface into a 12km, six-lane arterial road into the city centre. The Masterplan casts this route, which is flanked by the city’s major industrial brownfields, as Torino’s new ‘Central Backbone’ (Spina Centrale) (see Fig. 12). It proposes redeveloping four major brownfield zones along its length, totalling over 2.1 million m2 of land, to create new mixed-use neighbourhoods with half the land designated for residential use, the other half for parks and commercial activities. The aim to re-link these derelict areas back into the urban fabric will complemented by another long-deferred public transport project, Torino’s first metro line, a €700m fully automatic 15 km route with 21 stations which will connect the deprived ex-industrial areas in the North and South to the main transport network. Together these projects represent €2.45 billion of public and private investment, aiming to turn the rail corridor into a new strategic growth corridor. The transport project has been praised in a consultancy report: “The current programme of new transport infrastructure development in Turin is perhaps the best example in Europe of such investment being implemented as a means to stimulate future economic growth, rather than dealing with existing problems such as traffic congestion in the short term” (Steer Davies Gleave, 2005, appendix B4.26).
[image: image1.png]Spina Centrale e passante ferroviario

e Spina Contrate

SPINA 3

SPINA 2

)

s
B

MERCATI CENERAL

o

Source: Officina Citta Torino




12:00 – 13:00 Lunch at OGR 
PLENARY SESSION
Sally and Eddy as moderators

800 participants

Elisa Ferreira

She visited almost all countries. Last was Slovenia, where the minister (fromer mayor) took her to a smal place, called Puska, where a nice example of integration of the Roma was shown

***seemingly such visits are what she needs…

NEB has over 600 partners.
100 climate neutral cites, 130 climate resistant regions and cities

***did not say anything…

Stefano Lo Russo, Mayor of Torino (IT)

About OGR, where once 2000 people were working

We should rethink how the EU is managing migration flows. 
Last week he met with representativs of young people, who ask more role to play in discussions about the future

Dr Aleksander Jevšek, Minister of Cohesion and Regional Development of Slovenia

He was mayor of Murska Sobota, one of the 11 cities allowed to use Art 7. They did an ITI which became a good practice in JRC handbook. 
KEYNOTE SPEECH

Hans Bruyninckx, Executive Director, European Environment Agency

International Resource Panel: unsustainable reosurce use. 

IPCC, IPBES, WHO – all talk about urgency

European Green Deal wants paradigm shift to address the existence threat 
2030 as stepping stone to 2050 goals

VUCA world: volatility, uncertainty, completity, ambiguity. Wicked problems.

***Anna Prat told to PA that in the biggest rice growing region of Europe peasants are not seeding rice at all this year as there is no water for that…

Super wicked problems: time is running out; policies discount the future irrationality; cities seek to solve the problems are causing it; lack of central authority. 

Food, land and soil, chemicals, social dimension.
New report: the European environment: state and outlook 2020

HIGH LEVEL PANEL DISCUSSION

How to support the implementation of the European Green Deal in cities while dealing with new challenges.

Vladimir Svet, Vice Mayor of Tallinn (EE)

EU funds are too narrowly focused, do not allow the interdiscplinarity which is needed to achieve mindset changes… 20 mill eur is needed to create 3 new tram lines but EU funds can not be used to build depo or buying tarms… you can get money for building bike lanes but not to solve the water problems on the same street…

Green transition should be introduced in right and concrete words to people that they are able to understand this…

Minna Arve, Mayor of Turku (FI)

Wants to be carbon neutral by 2029 when the city will be 800 years old. She was astonished that 2/3 of conf participants do not believe to be able to achive such goal in their city (SLIDO). RESIST programme, restoration of wetlands, stormwater basins together with farmers, etc to invest in NBS. Biodiversity parks with EUI money. 
***she was much more positive as the mayor of Tallinn
Anna Lisa Boni, Deputy Mayor of Bologna (IT)

the war made the 100 climate neutral mission even more important, as energy is important part of it. Local governments are facing one crisis after the other, to have a long term vision (energy) is important. One stop shop on energy poverty… Citizen panel helping the city how to use more solar power. Energy managers of communities are needed to explain things. Energy transition needs energy from people…
Simone Lammert, City of Solingen, Member of Eurotowns (DE)

Middle sized city, organizing four discussion groups across the city on sustainability. Political will is needed but also helping interest groups. 
Magdalena Mlochowska, Director, Coordinator of Green Warsaw (PL)

Coal and gas power plants producing energy, running the district heating. These are responsible for carbon emmission and are not in ownership of the city. Introducing led lamps for streets cost 8 million and save for the city 6 million annually. Retrofitting of buildings will be the biggest challenge. Pilot project with 3 other Polish cities… Elena is very helpful but structural resources are awaited now. 
Ovidiu Cîmpean, Secretary of State, Ministry of Investments and European Projects (RO)

Good start in RO for the RRF, 6 th projects in green transition. It is made compulsory in all cities to do SUMP and by 2030 to establish low emmission zones. Cities need capacities to work out all these ideas. 
Clara de la Torre, Deputy Director-General DG CLIMA, European Commission

Covenant of Mayors. over 10 th local alacted people, 
Official launch of the European Urban Initiative

Innovating, sharing and inspiring for sustainable urban development in Europe

Elisa Ferreira, Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, European Commission

24 bn eur will be allocated to cities (?) 2024-29 half bn eur to EUI, to all sizes of cities, also to functional urban areas. Steering group consisting of key players. 

Second call in June: greening cities, sustainable tourism… 120 mill eur

Daniel Leca, Vice-President Hauts de France Region (FR)

***fordítás nélküli franciául…
Tim Caulfield, Director, European Urban Initiative

UIA supported 86 projects in 20 EU counries, 372 mill eur; 14 topics in EU UA, 

July 2023 – the contact points will be in place

EUI in 2023:

· Innovative actions: selection and contracting 10-15 projects for Call 1. Call2 in May

· Capacity building: launch of peer review, first EUI cap building activity at the Cities forum, structural cooperation with URBACT

· Knowledge and communication: portico platform operational at EWRC

About links to EUI

Kieran McCarthy, Cork City Councilor, European Committee of the Regions

Green Deal became increasingly important, synergies 
Dorthe Nielsen, Executive Director, Eurocities

over 200 cities, peer learning important
Teofil Gherca, Director, URBACT Programme
700 cities have been reached, transfer networks important; one single EU contact point should be in each country on urban issues. National level networks can help the EUI
Michal Konicek, Urban Policy and Strategies Officer, Ministry for Regional Development, (CZ)

cities get enormous amount of info which they have difficulties to absorb, esp if language problems also exist; the ministry has to help them, a good urban contact point should be selected, this would help to get more cities
Normunds Popens, Acting Director-General for Implementation – DG REGIO, European Commission

we wanted to absorb also URBACT but did not succeed… EU initiatives are now taken important (NEB), but also initiatives of cities.
Good level of understanding has been reached with URBACT regarding the networks an transfers.

The 80 cities which will win EUI projects should go to the MA-s and they should fund these projects as they have an urban stamp

contact points will not be the same as the URBACT ones

fourth call will be experimental, targeting small and medium cities. 

functional areas: joint work with the WB, showing to MS-s what can be done with such areas… OECD work is going on with intermediary cities (small and medium)
Scaling up of innovative results? EUI projecs to be approved in May will have from the beginning an in-built transfer element
Dorthe: it is resource intensive to transfer good practiced

Kieran: the 100 cities must be a success, we have to do a lot more

Teofil: the national level is very important, urban isues have to have a good ownership there, while giving flexibility to cities
Normund: first definition of innovation reached only advanced cities, later we reached better geographical balance, better fitting cohesion policy goals

How will EUI with the 100 climate neutral cities and GD innovations?

Normund: missions are important being topical and upstream with cities… the third call of EUI might react on this
Dorthe: 77 of ECIT 207 members are among the 107 cities. Many of these will need EUI support for soft element and also links to missions…

***better to understand links between mission cities to EUI and other recources
17:00 – 18:30 PARALLEL SESSIONS
Financing sustainable urban development in times of crisis

Room: Duomo Moderator: Eddy Adams
Ivone Pereira Martins, Urban Sustainability Strategic Coordinator, European Environment Agency

70% of env acquis is played out on local level. 
EEA (originally only interested in national and íeU services) made survey with cities. Cities must remain the problem owners even if participating in PPP. Stockholm is very serious about this if making any links with private actors. 
Fabrizio Rossi, Secretary General, CEMR

World GDP is 100 trillion USD (of which European 15), 80% of which produced in cities (WB data)

https://localfinances-cemr.eu/ New study: Local Finances and the Green Transition. Managing Emergencies and Boosting Local Investments for a Sustainable Recovery in CEMR member countries 
Regional elections in the NL: the far right peasant party won it… if the periurban and rural areas are not included, resistance and political problem will increase

Decentralization reform in Ukraine
CEMR was upset how RRF was implemented, lack of inclusion of cities…

CEMR is very concerned about the macroeconomic conditionalities (debt, deficit limits), which if applied also to cities, would cause many problems to mayors…

Leonor Berriochoa, Senior Specialist of Urban Development Division, European Investment Bank

She came from municipality of Madrid, works as engineer in the EIB

EU resources for cities are increasing (photo: 8 ways)

Besides greening and digitalization, social projects are becoming more important… the 100 cities have been selected of 370 applicants
COVID was with positive effect on people’s willing in participating in discussions about future investments.

Raffaele Barbato, Managing authority funding sources, Roma Capitale (IT)

The new mayor set a clear strategy for Rome.

Change maker in Italy is the RRP. One third of the huge money is allocated to local municipalities. Rome was very active in bidding and was very successful and acquired enormous amount of money: 305 projects, eur 1.3 bn eur. Additionally to that national complementary programme 268 mill eur, ERDF Metro plus 146 mill. Jubilee program 1.2 bn eur. 
***Levi: a Jubilee speciális, vatikáni projekteket takar…

All together, for next 5 years Rome has 3 bn eur for investment from EU funding. This unprecedented amount of money creates a lot of problems, huge operational challenges. Only 10% advance payments, the rest is reimbursed with huge delay, the upfront cash is missing at the city level… Public procurement creates extra problems, 30% inflation would require post-adjustment of costs… building capacities, labour and row materials are not enough for such a concentrated wave of investments. And also IT experts are problematic to hire, as Rome can not pay competitive salaries… To do correct impact assessment under such a time pressure is impossible… 
Some problems are jointly shown by large cities to the national gov, asking for national level interventions…

Fabrizio: CEMR was upset how RRF was implemented, lack of inclusion of cities… The Rome example is totally different. 

18:30 – 19:30 Dinner

19:30 – 22:30 Evening entertainment: DJ Margiotta

in collaboration with Torino Jazz Festival
2023-03-17

09.00 – 11:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS
Change the system not the climate

Room: Binario 3 Moderator: Anna Gumbau
Edoardo Croci, Professor and Sustainable Urban Regeneration Lab Director, Bocconi University (IT)

Urban vulnerabilities: by 2050s affected population regarding extreme heat 1.7 bn, water 651 mill, food 2.5 bn, rising sea level 835 mill

Income inequalities in cities are increasing: GINI index Finland 0.29, … Turkey 0.41, Soth Africa 0.63
Six paradigms, the EU is working on: 

· clean energy: building, district, city scale

· circularity: urban metabolism

· sust mobility: superblocks has shown, 

· digitalization: linked to sectoral interventions (photo)
· green cities: ecosystem services, NBS. Greening might lead to 10-100 eur benefit per sqm per year due to effects to reduce heat, flood, etc risks
· compact development and mixed use: 15 min city shown; zoning, location of public functions
Systemic approach is needed between the different dimensions.

One stop shops: this is important to overcome the discrimination in access to information. 

Clara de la Torre, Deputy Director-General Innovation, adaptation and resilience, stakeholder relations, DG CLIMA, European Commission

EU MIssion on adaptation to climate change: to help at least 150 EU regions and communities towards climate resilience by 2030. 

Identify vulnerabilities and assess the risks. Design innovative pathways towards resilience. Testing solutions. 

In the adaptation mission a community of practice has been created. Mission implementation platform has also been created. Earlier Horizon Europe projects deliver now results. 15 June second conference/forum about what has been achieved in the first year of the mission.
Regarding the finance of climate adaptation: there are many assets which are not insured, in their case the public has to intervene.

Patrick Child, Deputy Director-General, DG ENV, European Commission

EU Mission on climate neutral and smart cities by 2030. 100 (+12 in third countries) were chosen from 377 applicants. Local manifestation of GD. Climate contracts. Promote national networks (here in Torino he meets with the 9 Italian cities). 
Greenhouse gas emmission has to be reduced in cities. Inclusive process with citizens is needed to enable climate change city contracts.
Each city will present their plans, the EC will superwise, assessment will be done about financial investments and potential sources of finance (EU, national, private). 

The city contracts are in the process, 26-27 June Brussels forum. In 53 cities some implementation starts, to be seen on Net zero cities platform. 

There are some joint calls from the two missions. Link to EUI is important.
Q/A 
If national government does not support the action: go ahead and start the process. Show by action and investments that you are willing and show to positive effects… 

Greece, Spain, Germany, Sweden are excellent examples, national level giving money and other support to the selected cities. In some other countries this link is less good do to constitutional, institutional or political reasons… 

Climate city contracts have to be made a tool to bring together people. In Amsterdam in a poor area grassroot process has been used to contribute to the contract.
Climate change hits the poorest first, thus adaptation by definition affects the poor, helping the most vulnerable. 

***this is a very rosy statement…

In energy retrofitting: split incentive (tenants vs owners), barriers to accessing loans… There are solutions to such obstacles, e.g. creating standard agreements with banks, with ESCOs…

Timmermans said: the transition will be just or there will just not be transition…

Eero Ailio, Adviser for Energy transition and local governance, DG ENER, European Commission and Covenant of Mayors

Covenant of Mayors: since 2008 (went global in 2016 through Bloomberg), 11594 signatories, 7731 submitted action plans. EIB set up the ELENA facility to support plans. 3 pillars: mitigation, adaptation, energy poverty (and recently energy savings).
Energy poverty advisory hubs. A Spanish city has set up an anergy efficiancy fund, from which all types of interventions (retrofitting, sust mobility…) are financed in integrated way. 

Cristina Martinez, Deputy Head of Unit Technologies for Smart Communities, DG CNECT, European Commission

Although trees are the most important tool, technology has to help a lot. Our EU democratic system has to tack back control, based on technology created in EU and data preserved within EU. Technology will help us to capture information in order to improve the climate. 

https://living-in.eu/ grassroot movement Local Digital Twins: 

DUET Flanders, Athens, Pilsen. 

LEAD: https://www.leadproject.eu/ Madrid, The Hague, Budapest, Lyon, Oslo, Porto. 

COMPAIR: Athens, Berlin, Flanders, Sofia. 

URBANAGE: Helsinki, Santander, Flanders
Dana Eleftheriadou, Team Leader, Proximity and Cities, DG GROW, European Commission

Intelligent Cities Challenge (ICC): driving the twin green and digital transition with local green deals 
ICC first wave includes 133 small and medium sized cities. Call for EOI is open for other cities. 

Stefania Manca, resilience coordinator Genoa
EU UA partnership on climate 
11:30 – 13:00 PARALLEL SESSIONS
A renewed Urban Agenda for the EU: implementing the next generation of Partnerships for cities of all sizes

Room: Sala Fucine, Moderator: Sally Kneeshaw
Thomas de Béthune, Team Leader Urban policy - DG REGIO, European Commission

Sustainable tourism, Greening cities

Nov 2023, under Spanish presidency decision will be taken about further topics.

The support for the partnerships is now included into the EUI. The first call of EUI in the value of 130 mill eur will mainly concentrate on the topics of the two new partnerships, Sustainable tourism, Greening cities.

Roxana Triboi, Expert for Ex Ante Assessment of the UAEU Food theme

Renata Lopez, Head of Urban Planning, Pozzuoli (IT)

Orna Rosenfeld, Expert for Ex Ante Assessment of the UAEU Cities of Equality theme

Annika Dalén, Strategic development and gender equality officer, Umeå (SE)

Ex ante evaluation is going on in two topics: Food, Equality.

Roxana: systemic change requires large changes in food – food councils, community farming, green rooftops, food democracy, multicultural households… Potential actions might include roles for cities.  
Renata: a dormitory city was developed in the 1980s. No cultural services built, abandoned land of 50 ha in this peripheral area. Now agriculture is the tool to activate the area.
Orna: first commissioner on equality exists now. Cities have to play key role in better achieving equality. 
Planned issues: age, disability, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, gender identity, race&ethnic origin, religion&belief, horizontal issues

Planned actions: fighting discrimination, … 12 actions planned (photo)

Annika: gender equality officer Umea

Word cloud on cities of equality: feminism was mentioned most times!
Jan Schultheiss, Federal Ministry for Housing, Urban Development and Building, Co-coordinator of the UAEU Partnership on Culture and cultural heritage (DE)

Ann Rodenstedt, Desk officer, Ministry of Rural Affairs and Infrastructure, (SE)

Alessandro Rainoldi, Head of Unit, Territorial Development, JRC, European Commission

Dorthe Nielsen, Executive Director, Eurocities

David Sventek, Confederation of Industry of the Czech Republic, European Economic and Social Committee

Ann: Swedish presidency contracted FORMAS to explore potential new priority themes for the new stage of EUUA. Better clustering of themes, based on existing themes… a few new themes came up: health, water, age, risk of governance…
Jan: large partnership 2019-22, 30 members… e.g. dissonant heritage: working group works for 2 more years on a toolkit 
Dorthe: some of the earlier partnerships have achieved lasting impact, e.g. housing, migration… new topics emerge, as energy renewal, urban-rural links… Stronger link to strategic EU topics would be needed, as a strategic tool to do multi-level cooperation.
David, EESC. In Ostrava over 20 th residents were involved into a process
Alessandro, JRC: updating the future of cities report, 3 topics, …, urban-rural interactions, shrinking cities. Webinars will be organized in April-May
Keynote Speech

Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission for the European Green Deal and European Commissioner for Climate Action

Present challenges should culminate into a programme which brings positive hopes on the future. Differences bring more prosperity to cities. 
Cities can only flourish if dealing with rural areras, otherwise this is a loose-loose situation. 

Green transition is needed, and we should argue with the carrots, not so much with the stick, i.e. telling how much can be saved on the enrgy bill. 

The transition is happening whether we want or not – we should lead it in a way that leaving no one behind. 

We need more optimism.

***WAS AN EMOTIONAL SPEECH, HOPEFULLY HE WILL ALSO TALK TO RURAL PEOPLE IN THE SAME WAY. 
PA summary (Policrisis PPT)
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Dealing with today’s crisis (UA) comes at a price,
prioritising today’s challenges at the expense of
tomorrow.

We need a programme that brings more optimism
for our people.

We need people to have a sliver of belief that we
can get out of this.

We must not let despair get out of hand, risking
cities which are full of people with differences.

Our credibility will survive or sink, depending on
whether we act or not, and whether we leave no-
one behind.

Cities learn from each other and have the
variation and intensity and capacity to develop
solutions for the future.

Cities are part of a biosphere with rural areas.

Opposition between urban and rural areas can
lead to all parts losing. Rural areas must also
flourish to keep the dynamic relationship.

It will not be easy, but we must communicate the
vision and the end-goal, of a society that lives in
harmony with its own environment.

Failure is not an option!




14:15 – 15:10

Mayors’ debate – Cohesion and recovery in cities

Stefano Lo Russo, Mayor of Torino (IT)

Key is to have a strategy of the city, Second, involve the population in the decisions on the transformation. Also those parts of population have to be approached who do not understand the questions phrased in the usual way.
Aleksandra Dulkiewicz, Mayor of Gdansk (PL)

Liquid times… Not only the first year was difficult after the murder of Adamowicz but also the following ones: COVID, refugees from Ukraine and Belarus. 
Schools: 10% of kids have no language and are traumatized. This is in a country where no migration policy exists. The city developed a policy of accepting migrants 6 years ago, on the example of countries to where few hundreds of thousand of immigrants arrived. Then came 9 million people to Poland… 
Alina Apostol, Mayor of Ciortești commune, Iasi county (RO)

Rural commune, should not be isolated from cities. CEMR helps to develop rural-urban links. 
Sylvain Godinot, Deputy Mayor of Lyon (FR)

2021: climate emergency was declared. Fast climate change with heat waves and drought. Low emmission zone exists, 250 kmnew bike lanes created, leading to 50% increase in biking. Since 2015 retrofitting, 16 th flats already refurbished. Positive and clean energy district. School cantin food made more healthy. 
In order to finance higher energy taxes the city had to increase taxes. 

Stefano: Torino living lab, to use the city as a test-bed for companies to try ot their innovative solutions. 

Moderator: Sally Kneeshaw

15:10 – 15:40 Closing remarks

Moderators: Eddy Adams and Sally Kneeshaw

Normunds Popens, Acting Director-General DG REGIO, European Commission

Astrid Vital Durand, International Union for Conservation of Nature Young Ambassador

Pascal Smet, Secretary of state for Eiropean Affairs and urbanism of the Brussels Capital City region

Astrid: felolvasott egy szöveget mint young ambassador…
Pascal: cities should become direct partner of the Commission. Brussels is perfectly imperfect city organizing the Urban Summit by cooperation of Eurocities, Metropolis, UCLG, OECD. 
16:00 – 17:30 PARALLEL SESSIONS
Functional areas in the EU: from Cohesion Policy to practice

Room: Binario 3

Moderator: Marcel Ionescu-Heroiu, Senior Urban Development Specialist, World Bank
Marek Teplansky, Head of Unit Inclusive Growth, Urban and Territorial Development, DG REGIO, European Commission
We have seen evidence, we know that we have to work across admin borders. 

In Cohesion Policy with gradual increase, 700 functional areas are funded. 

There is no obligation for the Commission for that, just support those who go in this direction. There was a call to FUA-s who want to work with the EC.
Wiktor Szydarowski, Director, ESPON EGTC

Twin to URBACT, speciality territorial development.

ESPON hates administrative borders. 
ESPON projects: 

· IMAGINE 2021, Milan-Bologna corridor. 

· METRO 2021, consolidating metropolitan governance (incl. Torino)

· TOWN Denmark, 2022. About small and medium cities

· MISTA, 2021. deindustrialization or peripherialisation of industry is both undesirable and dangerous for metropolitan areas. 

· SUPER, 2020. Warsaw-Lodz FUA, role of ITI in creating terr. cooperation
· PROPHECY, 2017

· FUORE, webtool, providing hundreds of examples

Marcel Ionescu-Heroiu, Senior Urban Development Specialist, World Bank 

12 FUA-s receive short term support from the 50 who applied. 5 of the 12 are Romanian. 1 Hungarian region, Balaton coordination, Gábor Molnár. 
Action plans. Good practices. Cluj mayor used to tell: ecosytems, not egosystems.
https://functionalareas.eu/ 

Julita Ewert-Stawowy, Deputy Director, Kraków Metropolis Association (PL)

Monocentric, 15 municipalities, 1.1 million inhabitants of which 800 th in Krakow (which is terriotrially 22%). With design thinking method they created a strategy. 
Decisions are taken unanimously. 

However, ITI is not very efficient if all parameters are determined by central government. 
Iulian Mareș, President, West Ialomița Functional Area (RO)

Small city, close to Ilfov county and Bucharest (100 km). 70% of people work in Bucharest. He was working in a bank in the capital and had to travel many times to the small city 100 km away, to feed the cat of his son. Then he moved there and started work with public administration. The small city has nice surrounding and is also feeding the capital – but does not get in return anything. People have to commute for long distance.
Sona Raszkova, Specialist in International cooperation, Brno Metropolitan Area (CZ)

700 th people, 184 municipalities. ITI since 2014. It is now time to move forward, to institutionalize the FUA. 
Joining Forces was the first impetus – mayors from outside only came, because it was under URBACT/EU umbrella, otherwise they were afraid that the city swallows them. The EU should do more that national govs support metropolitan initiatives. 

Moskos Diamantopoulos, General Director, West Athens Development Association (EL)

65 municipalities around Athens, of which 9 created WEDA. Cooperation with district 6 of Bucharest (TAIEX). 
In Athens Objective 5 is only funded by ERDF, it is difficult to include ESF money for soft interventions. 
In Brno both ERDF and ESF are funding the ITI, thanks to the ministry. She can not imagine that the ministry prescribes what can be planned (as it is the case in Poland).

Ivan (not answered): Would the central city accept that the EU funds are administered on FUA level?
