EURA 2023

THE EUROPEAN CITY: A PRACTICE OF RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE
Reykjavik, 21-24 June 2023

Notes by Iván Tosics
[image: image1.png]08:00

09:00 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:20

11:20 - 13:00

13:00 - 14:00

14:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:20

16:20 - 18:00

18:00 - 20:00

20:00

* Opening reception is at Reykjavik City Hall (link)

** Conference Dinner is held at Gamla bié (link)

Wednesday, June 21

Eura board meeting
in HT300 (18:00-20:00)

Thursday, june 22
Welcome desk opens
Keynotes

Coffee break

Parallel sessions 1
Lunch

Mobile workshops
(14:00 - 18:00)

Opening reception (18:30)*

Friday, June 23

Welcome desk opens
Meeting with practicioners
Coffee break

Parallel sessions 2

Lunch

Parallel sessions 3

Coffee break
Parallel sessions 4

Metrex meeting
followed by EURA
General Assembly

Conference Dinner**

saturday, June 24
Welcome desk opens
Parallel sessions 5
Coffee break

Parallel sessions 6
Lunch (12:30-14:00)

End of conference




https://eura2023.is/#
Thursday, June 22nd

View this program: with abstracts

 HYPERLINK "https://easychair.org/smart-program/EURA2023/bysession-2023-06-22.html" session overview

 HYPERLINK "https://easychair.org/smart-program/EURA2023/bytalk-2023-06-22.html" talk overview
08:00-14:00 Registration desk open at University Square (HT)

Location: University Square /Háskólatorg (HT)
09:00-09:10 Welcome Speech by Prof. Eva Marín Hlynsdóttir University of Iceland and Filipe Teles EURA President

The event begins with a short welcome speech from  Eva Marín Hlynsdóttir Professor of Public Policy and Governance, University of Iceland and the chair of EURA 2023 conference committee followed by a short note from Filipe Teles Pro-rector at Aveiro University, Portugal and  President of the European Urban Research Association

Location: Háskólabió-Salur 1
09:10-11:00 Keynote by Professor Matthew Carmona and Tina Saaby

We are happy to welcome Professor Matthew Carmona of Planning and Urban Design at The Bartlett, UCL, UK and Tina Saaby the Director of The Danish Town Planning Institute as our key note speekers. 

Urban design governance and the softest of soft powers

Matthew Carmona
This talk explores the soft powers of urban design governance as operationalised through a range of informal tools used by the public sector. It discusses findings in a new open-source book (Urban design governance, Soft powers and the European experience) which reveals how such means can offer an effective vehicle to build a culture of place quality and to more consistently deliver high quality design though place-shaping processes. By way of illustration, the softest of soft initiatives is discussed, the work of the Place Alliance, a university-led research and campaigning platform in the UK.

Matthew Carmona is Professor of Planning and Urban Design at The Bartlett, UCL. He is an architect / planner with research interests in the fields of urban design governance, the design and management of public space, and the value of urban design. He chairs the Place Alliance which campaigns for place quality in England and edits www.place-value-wiki.net.

His research can be found at https://matthew-carmona.com.
Historical story of designing and regulating the built environment. 

Paris Montparnasse tower… London neoliberal politics leading to private capital dominance over urban design

Urban Maestro project, in collaboration with Brussels chief architect (Frederic Saliez included). urbanmaestro.org 
Final outcome: Urban Design Governance publication

Hard and soft powers to determine vs influence the urban design process. 
London: TfL runs urban design labs, has advocates, issuing formal and informal guidance fpr the 33 London borroughs
Urban design governance in different cities, its strengths depends on nationa framework and local ambition 

London UCL plays a role in place design through organizing meetings, issuing studies, making research on appeals, making design evaluation of newly planned areas. The university is the best place to do such work
To shape cities for and with people

Tina Saaby
Tina Saabys talk will focus on how to shape cities for people, we need knowledge about what we share as human beings and what we do not share. To shape cities with people, we need to create a language about our cities that everybody can be a part of, and we must bring more  voices, perspectives and resources into play when developing the city of tomorrow.

From here, the human understanding, I will share learnings from Copenhagen and Denmark in general. Learnings that deal with climate change, liveability, the resilient everchanging city and about the processes we need to create together to shape places we would love to live in.

About
Tina Saaby is the Director of The Danish Town Planning Institute (from April 1st. 2023) and the previous city architect of Gladsaxe Municipality and former city architect of Copenhagen Municipality. Tina has explored the urban space from various angles in her work. She is escpecially interested in how to create good human cities and places that do not harm our climate.

Tina’s website: tinasaaby.com
Denmark: demokratifitness.dk – a movement to convince people that they can and should do actively for democracy 
in architecture balance should be found between rationality and irrationality í8as top-down and bottom-up)
She has her own architectural office but was chief architect of Copenhagen (2010-19), following in a small suburbancommunity and is CEO of the Danish Townplanning Institute. These different sources of practices are important 

The sensual and human perspective – Jan Gehl book, distance matters a lot. Groundfloor, eye contact makes difference in the city. More oxygen, more sun, more green make the physical environment better. 
Regulation in the city defines ’active facade’, where people walk through the block, prescribing elements to put in making the facade more lively also for those who pass by. Life inside and outside the city should allow eye-contacts (groundfloor, first floors and balconies of buildings)
Co-create Copenhagen: architecture for people 2017-2025. Politicians must to give some control while citizens must give up ony to be a customer in a shop, instead taking up some responsibility. 

In Copenhagen this kind of active policy started in 1983 with urban renewal. 

Fantastic picture: 60 cm-es from the wall of the building the reidents can make interventions without asking for permission… many green ideas are innovated in that way. 

***ez nagyon jó

Leanings

· Holistic thinking, bring together planning responsibilities for pedestrian, bikers, car traffic, parking, trees, pavements, edge of buildings… 

· Plannign and placemaking: small scale in projects, city life around the projecd in site-specific plans 
· Innovative partnerships have to be created, knowledge from inside (key people), outside (innovators) and political and admin people. The creative people have to be explored, put together – they are not easy, behave strangely but lead to unexpected outcomes

· Regional planning: always go to the edge of the house, the neighbourhood, of the city – how do we connect? The 1947 Fingerplan still works. 
· Onsite conversations, the city architects taking out the mayor, the developers, etc to bikelanes, followed by discussions what works and what not. Going out to different parts of the city and talk to people. 
· Transformation that supports diversity and plurality. What are women afraid of and how can this be changed? 

· Water management as a key aspect of the city of tomorrow

· We have to slow down, not the speed to go from one space to another is the important. E car will not help at all in this.

· Building less and transforming more – do not demolish

· Public spaces are of crucial importance to make life of residents better

· Urban nature to put everywhere (even into the middle of a roundabout)

· Temporary solutions with people can give 

***these are very similar to the Brussels Urban Code BRILIANT TALK
Q/A 
Henk: how can poor people with less capacities and time be included?

How to influence developers? Tina: no one wants to make a bad city, even the worst developer can be approached, but early dialogue is important… Developers are invited 3-4 times into the town hall to dicuss issue, e.g. to discuss why more parking spaces are not possible…
Alistair Jones: in the UK discussions are going along political lines and no calm solutions seem to be possible… Answer: even in this case the role of a professional, representing the public interest, is important. Tina: in Copenhagen the case was easier as it was always social democratic city. Since 2019 she was in Gladsaxe Municipality where an informal group of all political parties was created and discussions went on, creating a possibility to discuss city making…
11:20-13:00 Session 1B: How cities are countering the radical right

In recent years political commentators in countries from across Europe have drawn attention to the rise of far-right political parties.  In 2015 Poland elected a far-right government and, in the following year, a manipulative campaign run by right wing activists resulted in the UK deciding, to leave the European Union.  This was followed by the election of populist-right governments in Austria and Italy, with Hungary re-electing Viktor Orban’s Fidesz party in 2018.  Some believed that the COVID-19 pandemic, which had a major impact on European society in the period from early 2020, would end the wave of populist gains.  Unfortunately, this optimistic view turned out to be misplaced - 2022 witnessed a further surge in support for nationalistic, Eurosceptic, anti-immigrant political parties.  In April Viktor Orban followed up his 2018 victory with an even larger win.   In September the general election in Sweden saw a rise in support for the radical-right Swedish Democrats while, in Italy, a centre-right coalition led by Giorgia Meloni’s Brothers of Italy, a far-right party with neo-fascist roots, won an absolute majority of seats in the Italian Parliament.

These developments are both important and troubling.  Participants in this panel will aim to advance understanding of how to resist far-right populism by presenting ideas examining two related questions:

How do we explain why populist and far-right politicians have been gaining ground in various countries and contexts?What policies and practices have cities and communities developed and delivered to counter radical right movements?The threat from the far-right to cities and communities, and society in general,  is substantial.  While the populist right operates in different ways in different countries, and political struggles vary in different contexts, seven worrying features in right-wing thinking and practice have emerged:

1) Prizing the individual over the collective;

2) Favouring private wealth over community wellbeing;

3) Paying little or no regard to social justice;

4) Taking steps to denigrate, or ‘other’, non-white people, immigrants, gay people, LGTB+ people and other minorities in society;

5) Disregarding or downplaying the current climate and ecological emergencies;

6) Acting to weaken local, regional, and central government democratic institutions, and

7) Eroding the rights of citizens to demonstrate and protest in public spaces.

The papers to be presented in this panel will provide evidence drawn from several different countries on how city leaders and activists are working to develop approaches to city governance that prioritise social and economic inclusion, bold action in response to climate change, and strive to promote understanding and respect in our increasingly multi-cultural societies.

In recent years political commentators in countries from across Europe have drawn attention to the rise of far-right political parties.  In 2015 Poland elected a far-right government and, in the following year, a manipulative campaign run by right wing activists resulted in the UK deciding, to leave the European Union.  This was followed by the election of populist-right governments in Austria and Italy, with Hungary re-electing Viktor Orban’s Fidesz party in 2018.  Some believed that the COVID-19 pandemic, which had a major impact on European society in the period from early 2020, would end the wave of populist gains.  Unfortunately, this optimistic view turned out to be misplaced - 2022 witnessed a further surge in support for nationalistic, Eurosceptic, anti-immigrant political parties.  In April Viktor Orban followed up his 2018 victory with an even larger win.   In September the general election in Sweden saw a rise in support for the radical-right Swedish Democrats while, in Italy, a centre-right coalition led by Giorgia Meloni’s Brothers of Italy, a far-right party with neo-fascist roots, won an absolute majority of seats in the Italian Parliament.

These developments are both important and troubling.  Participants in this panel will aim to advance understanding of how to resist far-right populism by presenting ideas examining two related questions:

•    How do we explain why populist and far-right politicians have been gaining ground in various countries and contexts?

•    What policies and practices have cities and communities developed and delivered to counter radical right movements?

The threat from the far-right to cities and communities, and society in general,  is substantial.  While the populist right operates in different ways in different countries, and political struggles vary in different contexts, seven worrying features in right-wing thinking and practice have emerged: 

1) Prizing the individual over the collective; 2) Favouring private wealth over community wellbeing; 3) Paying little or no regard to social justice; 4) Taking steps to denigrate, or ‘other’, non-white people, immigrants, gay people, LGTB+ people and other minorities in society; 5) Disregarding or downplaying the current climate and ecological emergencies;6) Acting to weaken local, regional, and central government democratic institutions, and7) Eroding the rights of citizens to demonstrate and protest in public spaces.

The papers to be presented in this panel will provide evidence drawn from several different countries on how city leaders and activists are working to develop approaches to city governance that prioritise social and economic inclusion, bold action in response to climate change, and strive to promote understanding and respect in our increasingly multi-cultural societies.

Chairs: Robin Hambleton (University of the West of England, Bristol, UK)
Ignazio Vinci (University of Palermo, Italy)
Le Anh Nguyen Long (University of Twente, Netherlands)

Location: A-50
Robin, introduction

How can cities through places resist right wing take-over?

	Ignazio Vinci (University of Palermo, Italy) The right and the city in Italian politics (abstract)

	Thanks to Robin who initiated this political topic within an urban conference!

Background on 3 right wing parties: Fratelli d’Italia, Lega, Forza Italia. 

Views about the free market, on the EU, local power (devolution), diversity. The three parties are split over these issues. 

Changing power balance over the decades. 

Berluscino made populism extremely efficient and key tool to approach voters. Conservatism is another aspect. 

The city for these parties: place of business, of social control (secularist policy against immigrants, contrast to civic participation in local gov), not a place of public welfare. 

Oppsing strategies to the far right in urban: it is not easy, as these parties are of rural origin and do not have a clear  idea of the city. Exception: Berlusconi who became rich in Milano due project. 

E.g. the right wing parties are largelay following the RRF programmes of the previous government. In local gov they try to dismiss innovation, such as the role of civil society and the role of the third sector. 

Cities can fight against that, with contrasting the jungle approach in urban economics; resisting the reduction of public spaces, defend social innovation. 

Le Anh Nguyen Long (University of Twente, Netherlands)

The role of protest art in resisting right-wing populism in the Philippines (abstract)

	People Power Revolution, peaceful process. 

But failing to capitalize on that, populism took over and opened the door to democratic backsliding. 

Institutional weaknesses and elite ideas have led to the outcome. 

Ugatlahi Artist Collective as protest art movement. https://www.facebook.com/UGATLAHI/  
Kalipunan Mural Protest. These are potential tools against fake news. 

Art as truth telling – a lesson also for other countries.  

***FONTOS: HOGYAN TUD AZ UTCA MŰVÉSZET POLITIKAI TARTALMAT KÖZVETTENI, AMIKOR MÁS CSATORNÁK MÁR NEM ÁLLNAK RENDELKEZÉSRE
Marta Lackowska (University of Warsaw, Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies, Department of Local Development and Policy, Poland)
Wirginia Aksztejn (University of Warsaw, Faculty of Geography and Regional Studies, Department of Local Development and Policy, Poland)

How do Polish cities resist centralising pressures? (abstract)

PRESENTER: Marta Lackowska

	Character of recentralisation in PL: hidden, creeping, discursive, vicious…

Blame game, by-passing (disregarding the subsidiarity rule), clientalism

Types of city reactions: lobbying, policy take over, lawsuits, communication campaigns, insubordination, rebellious gestures (thunderstorm lightning on Palace of Culture in support for women’s protest against abortion right). 
Not only direct attacks against local gov rights are opposed by mayors but also support is given to ideological actions, movements. 
Local govs become little parliaments (national policy issues come to the local level…). Non-partisan city leadership becomes more and more difficult.

Is it good that local governments defend the principle of decentralization? Arguments from the right and from the left (to what extent LG-s should take roles what normally parties should do…)?

Some of city associations became active and organize communication between the large cities

***ez teljesen hiányzik nálunk



	Danila Saulino (Department of Architecture and Urban Studies - DAStU Politecnico di Milano, Italy)

People belong to places, places belong to people: exploring the place identity as a planning tool for more sustainable and inclusive local developments (abstract)


Place identity narratives (environmental psychology). 
Robin Hambleton (University of the West of England, Bristol, UK)

Drawing on the power of place: Learning from the Bristol One City Approach (abstract)
Cities and communities beyond Covid 19.
https://www.bristolonecity.com/ 

Marvin Rees read the book of Robin before he was elected to become directly elected leader. He is now working on place-based leadership. 
The city office (in the heart of the five flower diagram) orchestrates the one city approach.
City gatherings have been organized, outside the city hall (in a museum). Not only talks: 
Bristol Brexit movement: right wing people run a campaign not against him (as he was successful…) but against the model of directly elected mayor and they succeed: next year Bristol returns to the earlier model of committee-led city. Very frustrating of the present leadership… 
Explanation: the model of direct mayoral election was introduced with a rule of 10 years’ review. In 2022 this came and the opponents were very organized. Low voting turnout (who is interested in a question, how the mayor should be elected…?). The outcome is valid for 10 years, thus no direct mayor for such a long time…
***Marta: this is the righ-wing method to get rid of mayors who become popular – to change the system of mayoral election… 

***ROBIN ESTABLISHED SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP TO THE LOCAL POLITICAL POWER

Q/A
Ivan: right wing gov is using the media in a brutal way, based on fake news… how can democratic local governments build up a communication system against that, from less money and to avoid the same methods to be used…? Liam: network-type approach for local governments to join forces to get enough resources for communication; and ask for international help… SO FAR SO GOOD: CENTRAL GOV REACTS IMMEDIATELY… 
Robin: local newspapers have been decimated in UK and also Trump fought these as they are important parts of local democracy…
Ica: city diplomacy, 30 cities now in pact for free cities… 
Alistair Jones: Modi government managed to create unrest in Leicester through religious aspects (anti-muslim, etc.)

Jacob: vulnerable people, left behind places should be considered as they are the best supporters of the right wing… In Denmark the farmers are the biggest enemies of any climate change policy tools. 
13:00-14:00Lunch Break at University Square (HT)

14:00-18:00 Mobile Workshops depart from outside University Square (HT)

“Brownfield redevelopment / BRT-lines / Salvation Army headquarters”

Vogabyggð waterfront transformation from industrial site to a resilient neighbourhood, is the first large development area that the City of Reykjavík launched under the auspices of urban densification in accordance with the 2014 “Reykjavík Central Plan 2040”. The development of apartments and street reconstruction in the area is now nearing completion. The site is around 200.000m2 with 18.000 dwellings and 50.000m2 mixed-use offices, leisure, retail, preliminary school, kindergarten and neighbourhood centre. Here you can also find beaches, mudflats and low cliffs, as well as a dock for sport boats, mixed with the panoramic view. A river estuary flows by which means that wild salmon and trout migrate through the mudflats up Elliðaá river in spring and summer.  

Starting with a bus ride from The University. The walk starts at the westernmost part of the new Ártún neighbourhood area (area 2), then a walk crossing the pedestrian bridges through Geirsnef peninsula and Vogabyggð, ending at the Salvation Army new headquarters. 
Invasive blue flower… car agents pushed out, residential area will take over

BRT station, motorway junction, motorway partly into tunnel. System of 6 rapid bus lines is planned with 3 big hib stations, reaching out 10 km-s from the capital. Electric buses, could be turned into light rail. 
4 m difference between low and high tide. Nice natural area, natural preservation due to fossils. Almost demolished, but now protected. 
Small industrial workshops, now to be turned into residential but industrial function can be kept on the groundfloor. 70% of owners cooperate, 30 not…

New residential construction: developers are asked to create non residential function on the groundfloor, some did more, while one was very angry and made only the minimum. Regulation for 5% social housing and 20% more for student, elderly, etc. 
Salvation Armee, since 1895 in the city, plans for a new building were made in 2016, now the kitchen is small for 400 welfare meals a day… landmark building
18:30-20:00 Reception Reykjavík City Hall

Friday, June 23rd

09:00-11:00 Meeting with practitioners from City of Reykjavík

The city of Reykjavík is a young city in rapid development which is exciting and challenging at the same time. The Green Deal is the overall strategy of the City of Reykjavík that outlines the city's future vision until the year 2030 and links the city's key policies and plans to that vision.  In this session, there will be several short talks and panel discussions based on the priorities of the city of Reykjavík with a focus on a sustainable city.

Location: Háskólabió-Salur 1
Panel 1: Green city

Reykjavik wants to be carbon-neutral by 2040 and adapt to climate change in a humane and nature based way. R also joined the NetZeroCities agreement which aims for 2030. 

Largest proportion of GHG is due to road transport. 

***v.ö, reklámmal: life is too short for waiting for a bus

Waste emmission will disappear as composted and to be used for energy. 

Modal split: car is 66% as driver, 6% as passenger. How the would liek to work: 46+3 %.
Capital Transport Pact

Fast growth with sprawl and increased car dependency. Pop increased from 135 to 205 the by 2012. Projection is 300 th by 2040.

In 2012 six municipalities created a new Capital Area Regional Plan 2015-2040. 

Urban growth boundary has been established. Borgarlinan – high quality public transport system to be established to connect the hot-spots of the region. 

2040 goals: bus to increase from 5% to 12%, walking and biking from 18 to 30%. 

CTP signing 2019: 3 ministers and six mayors!

***ez kellene Budapesten is… sajnos éppen ellenkező a trend

Total investment 88 meur. Keldur development area: land owned by the government, handed over and development gain rechanneled to the pact. 

Mobility charges as part of financing: congestion charge to be intorduced as part of comprehensive review of transport taxation (not introduced yet…)

Joint company Transport for the Capital Area has been formed in 2020. 
Borgarlinan: BRT, 7 min frequency, integrated with normal bus service. 
The CTP model is for now delayed, costs are reviewed, new versions will be developed, CTP 2 and 3 can happen, similarly to Oslo Pakken 1, 2 and 3. 
Panel

Reykjavik unfortunately started to grow after 1945, in the car-epoch. 

Geography prof: until now only incremental changes happened. The city is up in the North, this has to be taken into account, allowing sunshine in the flats (is this against densely built high rises…?). 
Projection is 300 th population by 2040, which means 160 persons (106 cars) per day. )t is not possible not to act! NetZeroCity advisors help the city. 

Reykjavik city administration employs 10 th people and it is high time to ask them why they are travelling to work by car… 

Young people are of key importance. Car is called the steel jacket against the climate and public transport is perceived as not working well. At the middle of the university there is a large car park, free for students to come… it is too easy to come by car. Cheap or free public transport would be a good first step to change this…
Panel 2: growing city

City of teenagers – Edda Ivarsdottir urban planner
In 1704 there was only one street when the decision was taken to make this village into capital. For very long time people were ashamed of their past and aimed for demolishing their old buildings. 
1962 plan was decisive, it was very much car oriented. The present plan introduced the BRT idea as key for densification in existing areas. But all new detailed pland for areas are still dominated by considerations on car parking and car access to these places. 
Good city is about vegetation, transport modes, places for people meeting each other, building heights, active groundfloors, heritage… present new developments do not fulfill any of these criteria
***was a good, self-critical presentation, quite unusual for city officials… the field trip was a clear proof for that, the new construction area didi not have any green and not even new groundfloor regulation was easy to implement as developers resisted…
11:00-11:20Coffee Break at University Square (HT)

11:20-13:00 Session 2G: European Cities: meeting the urban challenges of the 2020s (I)

European cities’ influence and confidence have grown in recent decades. City governments have gained new agency, become better networked and developed an increasingly confidents ense of shared identity. But the challenges Europe’s cities face seem to grow at an ever faster pace. Climate change, COVID recovery, migration pressures, inequalities, political polarisation, technological change, to name a few, all demand that city leaders work in new(and some say radical) ways. Aware of these challenges, many European cities are collaborating across traditional government, sectoral and territorial boundaries; deepening relations with citizens and forging new political alliances; setting ambitious decarbonisation targets; testing and engaging with post-growth models of development... However, there is also a sense thatthe limited authority, administrative capacity, and financial resources of cities are majorconstraints that may ultimately prevent them from meeting the challenges ahead. More research is urgently needed into the causes and effects of these developments.Our shared global challenges call for a complete rethinking of urban life. European citieshave long been at the forefront of urban innovation and could lead the way in developingnew socioeconomic and governance models and more inclusive and sustainable ways ofliving. Some large European cities such as Paris, Vienna and Amsterdam show that radical agendas can lead to electoral successes. But smaller, less well-known cities have also shown great appetite and potential for change. Nevertheless, in developing new these new models,cities will need support from national governments, international bodies and civil society organisations, including academia. This panel represents and attempts to answer this call. Beyond the themes and arenas of analysis mentioned above, many other broad questions are relevant in guiding our discussion, for example: what new governance capabilities need to be created? What can European cities learn from one another, and from cities in other global regions, to help them better confront these challenges? Can context specific insights about governance arrangements travel in time and space? What support do European city leaders need to meet the challenges ahead?

Chair: Filipe Teles (University of Aveiro, Portugal)

Location: VH-008
22 people
	Filipe Teles (University of Aveiro, Portugal)

Urban innovation and creativity-based policies (abstract)

NEB and Capital of Culture programmes as concrete examples.


	Ana Pajvancic-Cizelj (Center for Southeast European Studies, University of Graz, Austria)

European urban agenda beyond the EU: The European inter-urban networks and urban resilience in the Balkans (abstract)

	ABSTRACT. European cities are increasingly relying on transnational cooperation for building their resilience in the face of common challenges. Interurban networks such as EUROCITIES and Placemaking Europe play a crucial role in this process by enabling the communication and exchange between urban actors from different places and sectors. The current knowledge about the European interurban networks mostly derives from the experiences of the core EU cities, although they are not geographically contained to the European Union. How those networks function in more peripheral cities and spill over the EU borders remains unexplored. This question becomes particularly important for cities in the EU candidate countries, such as those in the Western Balkans, which face complex and urgent urban challenges from environmental degradation and spatial inequalities to weak regulation of land use and democratic backsliding. Does the European urban agenda, focused on just, green and productive cities, affect the resilience of Balkan cities in the face of these challenges, and what is the role of interurban networks in that process? To answer this question, I present the preliminary results of the research on the participation of the actors from Zagreb, Belgrade, Pristina, Sarajevo, Podgorica, Skoplje, and Tirana in European networks dealing with urban development. This mix-method research combines affiliation network analysis with interviews with network members, to quantitatively and qualitatively assess the potential of the European networks to influence the sustainable urban transformation of the Balkans. While the former confirms and maps the affiliations of Balkans cities in various European networks, the latter indicates their variegated influence due to the socio-political context, path dependencies and reproduction of the centre-periphery relations that persist in networks. In conclusion, the paper calls for the decentering of European urban research and practice and their extension beyond EU borders to become more context-sensitive inclusive and relevant.
She is also working in uni Novi Sad
WB cities are in their process of Europeanization. Networks are important – 37 networks and initiatives were analysed which are at least partly financed by the EU. 
How does the EU urban-related agenda relate to WB cities and what is its effects? 

6 capital cities approached, including Zagreb. Document analysis and interviews. 

Economic context: EU-washing the urban extractivism (massive privatization, extracting public value into private hands…) with the EU flag. 
Political context: illiberal urban politics, EU urban initiatives and projects controlled by national political elites and used as a means of staying in power. 
Ivan: your conclusion is very pessimistic… are there no positive examples on local actors developing positive, sustainability oriented policies against their national governments which might really do EU washing and illiberal policies…?
Her results were more positive but 15 people came together in Graz from these cities and their conclusions were very negative. 

ana.pajvancic-cizelj@uni-graz.at 

Selma Mujkic (Linköping University, Sweden)
Stefan Anderberg (Linköping University, Sweden)
Katherine Shabb (Lund University, Sweden)
Kes McCormick (Lund University, Sweden)
Annica Carlsson (Linköping University, Sweden)
Yuliya Voytenko Palgan (Lund University, Sweden)

Viable Cities and Private Sector Engagement in Urban Climate Change Mitigation: A case study of Malmö, Sweden (abstract)

PRESENTER: Selma Mujkic
ABSTRACT. Viable Cities is a nation-wide municipal climate network including 23 cities in Sweden. In 2020, Viable Cities introduced the Swedish Climate City Contract 2030 to accelerate cities transition to climate neutrality by 2030. This working method has served as an inspirational guide to develop a climate contract at a European level for cities participating in the EU mission “100 European climate-neutral and smart cities by 2030”. The city of Malmö, Sweden was one of the first cities to sign and implement these climate city contracts.

The aim of this is to address how Viable Cities influences the urban climate governance structures and mechanisms established in a city for addressing climate change mitigation challenges. More specifically, the study assesses the internal process for coordinating with local private actors through the implementation of a climate city contract. The analysis builds on a case study of the City of Malmö, which is based on surveys and a focus group discussion with 17 private entities.

The results of this study will contribute to the discussion on the emergence and effect of a transnational municipal climate network as an intermediary for facilitating a local-level partnership. This can be seen through the implementation of the climate contract in Malmö that unlocks a multi-actor process, in which private businesses are integrated. Operationalizing this kind of cross-sector partnership may allow participants to jointly share sustainability solutions through testbeds, and break away from the segregation of sectors into silos. The paper will discuss how this can be facilitated by the climate contract process.
The city has mandate over its own services but does NOT have mandate over transport, waste, energy…

Tools: Local Climate Contract (with 22 private entities), EU pilot project, regulatory instruments, sociotechnical systems, arena for interaction…

Viable Cities orchestrates the mission, municpalities are stewards… 

2 city officials became voard members of Viable Cities. This helped to achieve wide and quick political support
Thus Malmö successfully moved from traditional to network-collaborative governance. Collaboration became also possible with private actors with which relationships are otherwise tense (big electricity company to which city assets were privatized earlier and the climate aims of the city and the company are quite different…)

***Svédország nem nagyobb Magyarországnál, mégis képes volt egy ilyen hálózatot kiépíteni (bottom-up vagy top-down?) … ez erős segítséget jelent a résztvevő városoknak. 



	Iván Tosics (managing director, Metropolitan Research Institute, Budapest, Hungary)

Capital cities in captivity of their national governments (abstract)
ABSTRACT. The ambitious aims of the New Urban Agenda (UN Habitat) can best be achieved in countries where definitive national urban policies exist, based on the principles of sustainable and inclusive development. This is the case, however, only in a few EU countries, while in the large majority of countries the lack of such policy is mitigated by some kind of cooperation between the large cities and their national governments, along the same principles. This paper concentrates on a third group of countries, where no national urban policy exists and there is no cooperation between the large cities and the national government, due to conflicting political relations. In Europe this case is most visible in Hungary, Poland and Turkey. The paper concentrates on the case of Hungary and Budapest. The Hungarian national government is a strong amd powerful gatekeeper of urban development, regarding both regulation and financing. Since the 2019 local elections Budapest turned into opposition to the national government, and the city has built up a new vision for long-term sustainable and inclusive urban development, which is radically different from the ideas and policies of the narional government. Since then, in the course of the ever growing conflicts, the national government aims to cripple the capital with political, financial and regulatory tools. Although the city tries to reach political compromises, in most issues the differences are insurmountable. The analysis reveals some interesting details of this battle: to what extent can the sustainability aims of the city be achieved under the very unfavourable conditions, what are the chances of the city to find domestic alliances to the progressive local visions, and what are the best options for the capital to turn to external players, such as large cities of other countries or the EU itself? 
Questions

… guy: is such a big conflict only possible in countries where there are problems with the Rule of Law? Probably yes, otherwise Orbán wouldn’t have been in a situation to launch many of his tools against Budapest

Robin: are such conflicts only possible in countries where the central government is right-wing…? Probably yes, although Orbán can not be said to be radical right, he is just pragmatic, to keep power
Robin: a scale could be developed regarding this relationship, from mild to critical conflict…

Jacob: can networks of cities in similar situation be established…? Yes, the Pact of Free Cities, but this has ne effect on domestic and on EU level…

… guy: how does this conflict translate into voting behaviour – are such cities voting against the government in national elections? Yes, and this might strengthen the conflict, Orbán does not care any more with the voters of Budapest… thus the ’sanctuary cities’ status does not help the city…

***JÓL FOGADTÁK EZT A KÍSÉRLETI PAPERT, TÉNLYEG JÓ LENNE, HA KIALAKULNA EBBŐL EGY ÖSSZEHASONLÍTÓ KUTATÁS… 


	Lachezar Anguelov (The Evergreen State College, United States)
Benjamin Brunjes (University of Washington, United States)

Qualitative Comparative Analysis of inter-municipal collaboration effectiveness in the Balkans: a study of the efficacy of multipurpose municipal associations in Bulgaria (abstract)

PRESENTER: Lachezar Anguelov


ABSTRACT. Research shows that responses to institutional collective action dilemmas and “wicked problems” have been remarkably different across countries and geographical regions. This study contributes to the literature by examining how these strategies are applied in an often-overlooked region: the Balkans. Previously scholars have investigated regional governance arrangements in numerous European settings: Finland, Norway, The Netherlands, France, Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, Belgium, and the United Kingdom to name a few. The focus of this research is on the work of regional intergovernmental organizations (RIGOs) in Bulgaria. These organizations represent a distinct type of voluntary interlocal collaborations. They are of various sizes, represent diverse missions in numerous policy arenas, and engage in various regional projects. Municipalities from different districts, civil society organizations, and other social groups are now sharing resources and building administrative capacities as they jointly tackle new and emerging challenges. Examining the work of these multipurpose municipal associations (MMAs) in Bulgaria provides us with an opportunity to operationalize a range of factors and conditions that can contribute to comparative studies of European local government initiatives. The research relies on qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) to examine the relationships between characteristics of inter-municipal cooperation initiatives and their effectiveness. To address the research question this study examines the presence of necessary and sufficient conditions that can help in explaining the efficacy of Bulgarian MMAs. In particular, the research evaluates whether size, focus, resources, and decision making (Rickabaugh, 2018) are necessary and sufficient conditions for the success of these RIGOs.
14:00-16:00 Session 3G: European Cities: meeting the urban challenges of the 2020s (II)

European cities’ influence and confidence have grown in recent decades. City governments have gained new agency, become better networked and developed an increasingly confident sense of shared identity. But the challenges Europe’s cities face seem to grow at an ever faster pace. Climate change, COVID recovery, migration pressures, inequalities, political polarisation, technological change, to name a few, all demand that city leaders work in new (and some say radical) ways. Aware of these challenges, many European cities are collaborating across traditional government, sectoral and territorial boundaries; deepening relations with citizens and forging new political alliances; setting ambitious decarbonisation targets; testing and engaging with post-growth models of development... However, there is also a sense that the limited authority, administrative capacity, and financial resources of cities are major constraints that may ultimately prevent them from meeting the challenges ahead. More research is urgently needed into the causes and effects of these developments. Our shared global challenges call for a complete rethinking of urban life. European cities have long been at the forefront of urban innovation and could lead the way in developing new socioeconomic and governance models and more inclusive and sustainable ways of living. Some large European cities such as Paris, Vienna and Amsterdam show that radical agendas can lead to electoral successes. But smaller, less well-known cities have also shown great appetite and potential for change. Nevertheless, in developing new these new models, cities will need support from national governments, international bodies and civil society organisations, including academia. This panel represents and attempts to answer this call. Beyond the themes and arenas of analysis mentioned above, many other broad questions are relevant in guiding our discussion, for example: what new governance capabilities need to be created? What can European cities learn from one another, and from cities in other global regions, to help them better confront these challenges? Can context specific insights about governance arrangements travel in time and space? What support do European city leaders need to meet the challenges ahead?

Chair: Imogen Hamilton-Jones (LSE Cities, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK)

Location: VH-008
	Imogen Hamilton-Jones (LSE Cities, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK)

‘Beyond GDP’: post-growth experimentation in European cities (abstract)
ABSTRACT. Post-growth concepts, frameworks, and narratives are beginning to catch the attention of policymakers across the globe. Our review of the academic and policy literature finds that this rising interest in post-growth is especially concentrated in Europe, where some cities are engaging with what these ideas might mean on the ground. From Amsterdam to Barcelona, Glasgow to Copenhagen, European city governments and residents are seeking ways to realign their priorities away from GDP growth and towards the pursuit of social and ecological wellbeing. Concepts and agendas like ‘doughnut economics’, ‘community wealth building’ and ‘circular economy’ are being introduced to urban strategies and attempts to put them into practice are underway. This paper explores how post-growth ideas are being translated into innovative policies and radical political projects to contest the economic status quo at the city level. Interviews with politicians, policymakers and activists in six European case-study cities inform our analysis of the challenges of implementing post-growth, and how these are being navigated by political coalitions working across scales. Our findings are drawn together, finally, into a set of health warnings and recommendations for advocates of post-growth in European cities.
Beyond Growth Conference EP, 2023
There are no solutions so far for absolute decoupling. 

Interest is increasing in recycling, donught economics, post-growth.

Urban post-growth came later, since 2016.

Many terms (green, sustainable, inclusive etc growth…). Instead of starting with post-growth, it is better to discuss what growth means.

Barcelona Metropolitan Strategic Plan PEMB is using Doughnut Economics as starting point, and discusses Foundational economy…

***PEMB-t megnézni! Barcelona contact person!!! https://pemb.cat/en
https://pemb.cat/en/static/coordination_office/18/ Oriol Estela Barnet General Coordinator oestela@pemb.cat 



	Margherita Gori Nocentini (Politecnico di Milano, Italy)

The governance of climate adaptation in metropolitan areas: emerging issues and insights from three European cases (abstract)

ABSTRACT. The presentation discusses the emerging results of an ongoing research project on the governance of climate adaptation in metropolitan areas, with a particular focus on its implications in terms of territorial equity. Urban areas are increasingly vulnerable to climate risks such as urban heat island effect, flooding, and extreme weather events. In response, cities around the world are engaging in climate adaptation, which is becoming one of most relevant urban governance challenges of our time. Most adaptation initiatives have been carried out by municipalities, which however face a series of barriers to adaptation, connected to issues such as a lack of resources and capabilities (especially challenging for smaller municipalities), as well as the transboundary nature of climate phenomena and the need to mobilize competences which are distributed across government levels.

Subnational actors, such as metropolitan institutions, are increasingly involved in and responsible for adaptation policymaking, for instance producing adaptation strategies or plans. Metropolitan institutions have also been suggested to have the coordinating capacity to promote climate adaptation across entire metropolitan regions. However, the presence of political fragmentation and administrative boundaries, as well as the persistence of inter- and intra-municipal divergences and inequalities within metropolitan contexts, still often represent a barrier to effective and inclusive adaptation across metro regions.

Based on an in-depth analysis of three case studies (Milan, Stockholm, and Amsterdam), selected as forerunner cities of adaptation policymaking at the metropolitan scale, this research aims to critically assess how adaptation is currently being advanced across metropolitan areas in Europe. Particular attention is given to the issue of if and how metropolitan-scale adaptation can be compatible and consistent with the promotion of greater territorial equity, by looking at innovations in governance arrangements and practices and at the political behavior of actors, concentrating especially on the perspectives of smaller, peripheral municipalities.
Policy analysis approach… 

Telling about the plans for her PhD research…


	

	Grazia Concilio (Politecnico di Milano, Italy)
Maryam Karimi (Politecnico di Milano, Italy)
Andrea Arcidiacono (Politecnico di Milano, Italy)
Silvia Ronchi (Politecnico di Milano, Italy)
Stefano Salata (Politecnico di Milano, Italy)

Urban planning in the framework of the EU Climate Neutrality mission (abstract)

PRESENTER: Grazia Concilio
ABSTRACT. EU missions synthesize the measures and strategies set by the new EU 2021-2027 program to strengthen the efforts to deal with the climate challenges with ambitious goals in a very challenging deadline, 2030. Missions are thought to deliver impacts by putting research and innovation into a new role combined with new forms of governance and collaboration in European cities and stress the role of citizens and their engagement towards the so-called “climate transition”. Within the framework of the sustainability transition concept (Köhler et al. 2007; Frantzeskaki and Rok, 2018) and the transition theory (Geels and Shot, 2007; Kemp et al. 2007), we discuss climate strategies integrated into planning instruments that cities are developing and implementing to improve the local ecosystems to cope with the climate crisis by addressing EU mission. Urban planning plays a critical role in enabling Europe to achieve Climate neutrality by supplying a systemic vision of urban systems and carbon storage/sequestration dynamics. In addition, we introduce the vision, the concept and the early achievements of the CLIMABOROUGH project funded by the Horizon Europe Mission Climate Neutral and Smart Cities. The project aims to strengthen traditional urban and spatial planning approaches through data and knowledge-based decision-making while leveraging the role of climate services as transversal evaluation tools to validate the effectiveness of initiatives, projects, transformations and interventions towards climate neutrality. We discuss how experimenting with innovative procurement in CLIMABOROUGH can contribute to sustainability transition as well as to a renovated approach to urban planning. We’ll do this in the view of integrating policy instruments and measures, normative tools and land-use regulations within a comprehensive framework of urban planning for climate neutrality (Alibasic, 2018; Nevens and Roorda, 2014; de Groot et al. 2010).

Mission approach developed by Mazzucato in 2017. 
Transition theory: niche – regime – landscape 



	Tzuyuan Chao (National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan)
Haoyu Juan (National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan)
Chengzong Lo (National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan)

Producing green energy with crops? The empirical study of agrophotovoltaic potential assessment in Tainan city, Taiwan (abstract)

PRESENTER: Haoyu Juan
ABSTRACT. In response to global climate change and the huge demand for energy-consuming industries, renewable energy has become gradually important. The Taiwanese government proposed “Taiwan’s Pathway to Net-Zero Emissions in 2050” in March 2022. It declares the necessity of energy transitions to cope with the net-zero target but there is no obvious scientific base behind it yet. Meanwhile, after more than 20 years of effort, solar photovoltaic technology has relatively matured and is widely accepted by society in Taiwan. Thus, the government decided to dive in and promote photovoltaic panels and sets an ambitious solar energy target of 40 GW by 2050 under the pressure of the nuclear-free goal in 2025. The high ratio of land in Taiwan is ecologically or hazard sensitive. Additionally, high population density and land scarcity are intrinsic constraints. Therefore, after promoting large-scale photovoltaic power stations for over a half decade, we ran into a serious siting challenge which result in significant concerns of green conflict. As the potential of agrophotovoltaic has gained attention in Europe and Japan, it is expected to ease some pressure from frustration at seeking large-scale photovoltaic power station sites. Hence, this paper takes Tainan City, an important agricultural city in Taiwan, as an example to explore the potential of agrophotovoltaic development. This paper will establish a siting structure that rules out unsuitable areas by eco-sensitive factors, land-use limitations, and technical limitations. By attempting to identify appropriate areas and setting up scenarios, we will demonstrate the amount and location of agricultural land with a high potential for agrophotovoltaic development in Tainan City. The research result aims to provide an evidence-based framework for exploring the possibility of co-production between agriculture and renewable energy to ease the gradually increasing green conflicts in Taiwan.


	Marta Sylla (Wrocław University of Environmental and Life Sciences, Poland)
Małgorzata Świąder (Wrocław University of Environmental and Life Sciences, Poland)
Małgorzata Bartyna-Zielińska (Wrocław University of Science and Technology, Poland)

Food self-sufficiency of selected European Functional Urban Areas and metropolitan areas (abstract)

PRESENTER: Marta Sylla


ABSTRACT. The resilience of the local food system is being underlined as one of the most important strategic goals for a sustainable future. However, since the question of what constitutes the local scale of food production depends largely on the type of product and supply chain, the associated foodshed can range from a site scale, city and city region up to wider region and country level. As a proof of concept whether functional urban areas (FUAs) can serve as references for local food systems, we provide evidence on their capacity to provide vegetarian diet supply to their residents. Applying the Metropolitan Foodshed and Self-Sufficiency Scenario (MFSS) model methodology we estimate the level of potential food self-sufficiency of the FUAs. We quantitatively compare the results for FUAs with the results of local planning documents of metropolitan areas. The approach is applied to 9 city regions representing different European countries: Wrocław (PL), Ostend (BE), Berlin (DE), Avignon (FR), Copenhagen (DK), Bari (IT), Brasov (RO), Athens (EL), Barcelona (ES). The results show that vegetarian and local food demand could be satisfied in first five FUAs of these city regions. However, if the same number of calories as current diet delivers is to be maintained only the first three FUAs have enough agricultural land to supply vegetarian ingredients to this diet. The results for metropolitan comparison return the same three cities plus Bari. We discuss the role of urban consumers’ dietary choices in regional food self-sufficiency and role of the city administration in supporting building the resilience using urban food strategies. We share what European can cities learn from one another to help them better confront these challenges.
16:20-18:00 Session 4G: European Cities: meeting the urban challenges of the 2020s (III)

European cities’ influence and confidence have grown in recent decades. City governments have gained new agency, become better networked and developed an increasingly confident sense of shared identity. But the challenges Europe’s cities face seem to grow at an ever faster pace. Climate change, COVID recovery, migration pressures, inequalities, political polarisation, technological change, to name a few, all demand that city leaders work in new (and some say radical) ways. Aware of these challenges, many European cities are collaborating across traditional government, sectoral and territorial boundaries; deepening relations with citizens and forging new political alliances; setting ambitious decarbonisation targets; testing and engaging with post-growth models of development... However, there is also a sense that the limited authority, administrative capacity, and financial resources of cities are major constraints that may ultimately prevent them from meeting the challenges ahead. More research is urgently needed into the causes and effects of these developments. Our shared global challenges call for a complete rethinking of urban life. European cities have long been at the forefront of urban innovation and could lead the way in developing new socioeconomic and governance models and more inclusive and sustainable ways of living. Some large European cities such as Paris, Vienna and Amsterdam show that radical agendas can lead to electoral successes. But smaller, less well-known cities have also shown great appetite and potential for change. Nevertheless, in developing new these new models, cities will need support from national governments, international bodies and civil society organisations, including academia. This panel represents and attempts to answer this call. Beyond the themes and arenas of analysis mentioned above, many other broad questions are relevant in guiding our discussion, for example: what new governance capabilities need to be created? What can European cities learn from one another, and from cities in other global regions, to help them better confront these challenges? Can context specific insights about governance arrangements travel in time and space? What support do European city leaders need to meet the challenges ahead?

Chair: Nuno da Cruz (London School of Economics and Political Science, UK)

Location: VH-008
Ana, lady from Brazil: she was working in Bolsonaro’s Brazil, climate denial, pandemic denial… she was happy to get in touch with European institutions in Madrid on climate neutrality roadmap.
***being Brazilian in Bolsonaro times is similar to our recent situation in Hungary…

Transformational vs incremental? 
Henk: the EU is only talking about integration while is working in silos (DG-s…) Regarding climate, EU just talks about pollution, while Siemens puts CO2 sensors on kids and suddenly parents understand how much their kids are polluted, and this initiates their activities…
	Nuno da Cruz (London School of Economics and Political Science, UK)

Meeting the urban challenges of the 2020s: the leaders and the levers of European cities (abstract)
ABSTRACT. The challenges facing Europe’s cities feel increasingly daunting. To meet them, cities will have to innovate – this includes governance reforms that target the inner workings of local governments, but also how they interface with citizens, private actors, and other authorities, at various scales. Different cities will have different priorities, strategies, and capacities. To map these differences, identify areas of concern, and outline potential governance and policy implications, we draw on a new database of 166 large European cities from 38 countries. Assembled through secondary sources, the data covers issues such as the profile of the mayors, the cities’ stated climate ambitions, the existing conditions in high impact policy sector s that are typically under the local governments’ jurisdiction, among other relevant factors. In addition to a rich description of patterns across European cities, the paper presents a preliminary analysis of the determinants of progressive, experimental, or radical political action . We conclude with a list of practical recommendations for European city leaders, structured into long-term and short-term types of interventions. 
Eurocities Pulse Survey 2023: climate change is far the most important on the agenda of EU cities. 

Bloomberg supported European cities programme at LSE. Over 160 large European cities: 31% of them do not have climate neutrality target yet. 

Most effective are the autonomously developed climate plans, as opposed to plans developed in national or international frameworks. 

Scope 3 (photo) emmissions, outside the city boundaries, are usually not considered by cities – although Amsterdam calculated that this would account for 80% of emmissions!

***MEGNÉZNI

Climate ambition index has been created from targets, membership in networks, … Indicator, content, metric…
Top 5 are all Scandinavian. On the other extreme, EE has the lowest ambitions.

Key policy areas transport and housing, which can be influenced by cities. 
Transport: not many cases for congestion charging, more cases (31%) for low emmission zones. 

Budget per inhabitant measure: CEE far the last on the list. 

***large efforts to collect comparable data 

15 July LSE publication: „Old cities, new ambitions”

***Nuno da Cruz: fiatal pasi, önkritikus az LSE kutatással kapcsolatban: óriási pénzt használnak el és alig tudnak összehasonlítható információkat szerezni EU-s városokból n.m.ferreira-da-cruz@lse.ac.uk 



	João Igreja (University of Palermo, Italy) Ignazio Vinci (University of Palermo, Italy)

Voluntary vs mandatory inter-municipal cooperation: the case of Sustainable Urban Development strategies in Western Sicily, Italy (abstract)
PRESENTER: João Igreja
ABSTRACT. Since the 2014-2020 programming cycle the European Union has increasingly emphasised the need for regional development to consider development strategies that involve spatially and economically interlinked territories. An exemplary case is the sustainable development strategies that cities are expected to deliver, for which a wider spatial focus – such as metropolitan areas and/or city networks – and a more explicit reference to the FUAs concept, are advocated. Strategies for these wider spatial configurations entail stronger inter-municipal cooperation and, ideally, multi-scalar governance relations in order to involve a variety of territorial stakeholders. While the benefits of these partnerships to solve a myriad of urban questions is perfectly clear, equally evident are the risks and challenges for policy deriving from the high political fragmentation in these territories. In Italy, municipalities have been cooperating using a highly diversified range of collaborative arrangements, ranging from voluntary organisational networks to mandatory forms of inter-municipal cooperation. At the same time, while some regions have a well-established experience in the use of innovative institutional arrangements, others are still lagging behind. In this context, this study looks into the case of sustainable urban development in Sicily, where new mechanisms to select the territorial targets of the urban agenda have been introduced for the 2021-2027 programming cycle. Here, with the adoption of the FUAs approach to select the eligible municipalities of the urban agenda, a less flexible and bottom-up territorialisation process is being implemented. By analysing the implications of this choice for the West of Sicily urban system, the paper provides a critical evaluation of the pros and cons of this and other territorialisation mechanisms, from both the planning and governance perspectives. 
OECD definition of metropolitan areas, 4 categories

Why inter-municipal cooepration for urban development? EU SUD policy is an important factor.

Italy, 2014: metropolitan cities (14) and urban cores (78) have been established. 

Sicily: 18 municipalities, 9 collaborations have been formed. 

Intermunicipal cooperation: the voluntary system changed for 2021-27 into compulsory one. Mandatory definition of FUA-s. 9 ’coalitions’ have been formed, including 102 municipalities. 
Comparing in the future: voluntary – mandatory – follow up model? 

Ignazio: instead of binary, there is a continuity between voluntary and mandatory. 



	Benjamin Gröbe (German University of Administrative Sciences Speyer, Germany)
Stephan Grohs (German University of Administrative Sciences Speyer, Germany)
Renate Reiter (FernUniversität in Hagen, Germany)
Dorothee Riese (FernUniversität in Hagen, Germany)

Cities in the European Multilevel System: Institutional and Organisational Factors for addressing challenges and seizing opportunities (abstract)

PRESENTER: Benjamin Gröbe
ABSTRACT. European cities find themselves in a constantly changing environment that brings challenges, opportunities and constraints for the local level. These include not only the multiple crises of recent years, but also concrete problems of municipalities such as limited financial and human resources. Embedded in the European multi-level system, addressing these challenges and seizing opportunities takes place in a European context. However, operating under the conditions of the European multi-level system not only provides local governments with new opportunities for dealing with urban challenges. Instead, operating successfully in the European multi-level system is itself a challenging proposition, one in which cities across Europe are increasingly specializing. In this paper, we address this challenge by asking to what extent institutional and organisational factors at the municipal level influence the ability of cities to actively participate in the European policy process while enabling cities to deal with challenges influenced by Europe. The paper presents fresh quantitative and qualitative data from a current research project focusing on the German case to examine the local levels’ role as the basic territory in the European multi-level system. Using the German municipalities as an example, we explore how the local level in Europe is adapting to both the challenges and opportunities of the European multi-level system while at the same time shaping it. For this purpose, we distinguish four dimensions (Uploading, Downloading, Horizontal Networking, Communication), that illustrate how Europeanisation affects the local level and which activities municipalities have developed in response to the challenges and opportunities of Europeanization. In a first step of analysis, we empirically investigate the institutional and organisational conditions under which Europe-related activities are carried out at the local level in Germany. In a second step, we empirically investigate the variety of local level Europe-related activities in the four dimensions of Europeanization.
KommZuEU project, German financed. www.kommzu.eu 

***ez egy nagyon lapos elemzés és munka


	Mariona Tomas (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain)
Marc Martí (Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Spain)

Metropolitan governance in Spain: policy tools and institutionalization challenges (abstract)

PRESENTER: Mariona Tomas


In this paper we present some of the results of the METROGOV (Metropolitan Governance in Spain) project, funded by the Ministry of Science and Innovation. This work tries to answer two fundamental questions: what are the instruments currently used to govern the metropolitan phenomenon in Spain? Which factors explain the anomalous situation in Spain when it comes to institutionalizing metropolitan authorities? The research is based on a mixed quantitative and qualitative methodology. Firstly, a database on cooperation instruments in the Spanish functional areas has been created and analysed. Secondly, six in-depth study case studies have been developed: Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Seville, Bilbao and Vigo urban functional areas and its public policy instruments. Both methodologies have allowed us to identify similarities and differences between cases of a semi-federal State and, at the same time, identify the facilitating factors and barriers for the development of metropolitan governance in Spain. 
Metrogov 2020-2023 project financed by Minsitry Science and Information to explore what institutional arangements are used in Spain on metropolitan level? 15 researchers working on it. 
Database created, 6 case studies have been chosen. 

No definition exists in Spain. FUA of Eurostat was used, only based on labour mobility. 32 MA-as with over 100 th central city, all together 32 mill people. 

Metropolitan cooperation tools: 7 versions of hard, 5 versions of soft forms. Mancomunidad: voluntary but if established, becomes officially approved and is not easy to disappear. 

Intensity of metropolitan cooperation: only one highest level exists (AMB), …
3 main forms, Madrid interesting (central city is not part of the cooperaton between peripheral municpalities… Most of the tool deal only with one subject, only 16% covering more than three subjects. 

Why so low level of metropolitanization? No active push from the central state, discourageing policies of the regional governments… 

AMB is exceptional: law of 2010 fro Catalonian parliament and political support from al local governments, including the central city. Even if this is a strong level, it has not been considered in the RRF. 
In the municipal elections the metropolitan issues were not debated at all. 

marionatomas@ub.edu
18:10-19:00 Special Session- EURA/Metrex. Policy Exchange Initiatives with the EURA Members

This special session begins with Henk Bouwman, Secretary General of Metrex, The Network of European Metropolitan Regions and Areas who will present A Manifesto for a Metropolitan Europe 2050, aiming at generating debate among Eura members on the role of metropolitan cities and regions in the EU integration project. Filipe Teles,  Ivan Tosics,  Ignazio Vinci, Karsten Zimmermann will contribute to a first round of discussion, moderated by Valeria Fedeli; a second round will be based on an open debate with feedback from the public, with the aim to involve the EURA community.  

Additional info on Metrex Manifesto can be found here: https://www.eurometrex.org/activities/metropolitan-vision-for-europe-2050/ 

CHAIR: Valeria Fedeli (politecnico di milano, DASTU, Italy)
LOCATION: HT-104
Henk METREX Metropolitan Exchange, est. 1996 Glasgow

recently 56 members across Europe (no HU member)
no definition of metropolitan area: makes life difficult but gives flexibility

Mission statement 2021: living labs, network of professionals, expert groups and network groups, think tank, stakeholder alliances

newest working group on affordable housing and land policy (see my ISHF notes:15)
Henk saw the effect of metropolitan formation on the case of Brimingham, where West Midlands Combined Authority has been founded – 35 people which make real difference in the cooperation beyond the boundaries of Birmingham. 

Another good example is Braga.

The Manifesto will be presented: 
· EU Urban Intergroup debate 27 June, 2023 in Brussels 
· EWRC October, handing over to Timmermans

Ivan
The Manifesto avoids the definition trap. Strategy and some type of organization should be enough for a metropolitan area. Efforts should include ideas
· how to alleviate the gatekeeper role of national governments (HU example) Idea: EU should launch Metropolitan Initiative which is only available for established MP-s (but on a low entry level, e.g. lose strategy and institution, not requiring exactly delienated area…)
· how to help those areas which are lagging behind in metropolitan thinking (HE example) Idea: EU should take action that Metropolitan TA should be available for interested partners, possibly without requiring national approval…

Ignazio: how could experts of EURA be connected to metropolitan WG…? Braga October…
19:00-19:30 General Assembly

The General Assembly of EURA is the moment in which all participants can get in touch more directly with our association, learn about its aims and achievements and get involved more actively. The general assembly will begin immediately after the Metrex introduction will begin immediately after the Metrex introduction

CHAIR: Filipe Teles (University of Aveiro, Portugal)
30 people
UAA conference, keep the deadlines…
20:00-23:00 Conference Dinner at Gamla Bíó, Ingólfsstræti 2a.

Saturday, June 24th

09:00-11:00 Session 5A: The socially inclusive city (II)

18 people

Chair: Hannah Saldert (University West, Sweden)

Location: A-51
	

	

	Nikola Mitrović (University of Belgrade – Faculty of Architecture, Serbia)
Aleksandra Djukić (University of Belgrade – Faculty of Architecture, Serbia)
Aleksandra Stupar (University of Belgrade – Faculty of Architecture, Serbia)

Mapping the Elements of the Compact City in a Post-Socialist Neighbourhood: The Case of New Belgrade (abstract)

PRESENTER: Nikola Mitrović

	ABSTRACT. New Belgrade was planned as an automobile-dependent city with a block structure. After the drastic changes it had been exposed to, the block structure remained untouched but with new usages, pedestrian activities, and routes as a final product. These changes are sporadic and scattered, but together there is a system of elements of a compact city making pedestrian-friendly environments. In this paper, based on a conceptual approach, these elements will be mapped in New Belgrade super-block 30, one of the mainly unchanged super-blocks. There are examples of small urban design interventions, such as new park areas, paths, and ramps. It is making the inclusion of different groups of users – from the youngest to oldest ones or recreationists and wheelchair users. Historically, some parts of super-block 30 have been left unfinished in its construction and had formed empty spaces. From undefined large areas to equipped zones dedicated to specific users, these changes created a new perception of communal public spaces by residents in super-block. An aim is to define how inclusive territory is formed. In which way do these changes contribute to making a new identity for this part of the city? They have new gathering places for activities and a new way of belonging to that super-block, at the same time creating new reasons to stay and influence the community in the super-block. In that sense, there was conducted unobstructed observation and semi-structured interviews with residents to examine if new interventions helped the community, their perception, and usage. Connections between these new pockets contribute to making new pedestrian routes as a part of the walking system through the New Belgrade block structure. Planning further development of these activities and routes can help in the transformation of post-socialist block structure neighbourhoods to compact cities and more inclusive and pedestrian-friendly environments.
Mega block 30, partly unfinished. Walking interviews, participatory research

large empty areas parcelled into smaller plots, pocket parks created

municipality owned area, under heritage protection (architectural urban heritage from the 1960s and 1970s), thus green areas have to be kept green. Conflict about management, in all post-socialist cities: housing privatized, public space not, thus residents are not contributing to the upkeep of the green areas, while they are very dissatisfied about the activity of the municipality. Parking: residents pay monthly payments
***a végén térképet és képeket is mutatott…

Harry West (University of the West of England, UK)
Danielle Sinnett (University of the West of England, UK)
Issy Bray (University of the West of England, UK)

Mapping the relationship between Green-Blue-Grey Infrastructure (GBGI) and Quality of Life: A case study of Bristol, UK (abstract)

PRESENTER: Harry West

	ABSTRACT. Mental health, particularly for urban populations, is a growing public health concern. As urbanisation continues it is important to plan and develop towns and cities that maximise population wellbeing, and related health and social outcomes, whilst also contributing to the sustainability agenda. Understanding how people relate to and feel a sense of belonging in the urban environment is therefore an important research agenda. There is mounting evidence about the importance of green (e.g. parks, trees) and blue (e.g lakes) infrastructure for the health and wellbeing of urban residents. There is also emerging evidence about the benefits of certain ‘grey’ features (e.g. historic buildings, active travel routes).

This paper reports on the preliminary results of a RECLAIM Network Plus project exploring the relationships between Green-Blue-Grey Infrastructure (GBGI) and a range of health and social outcomes in neighbourhoods across Bristol (United Kingdom). Using GIS and spatial analyses we link various GBGI features to self-reported health, social interaction and neighbourhood satisfaction from the Bristol Quality of Life Survey - an annual city-wide survey conducted since 2001. Multiple GBGI factors such as tree density, distance to quality green and blue spaces, and the presence of historic buildings and transport infrastructure are considered.

By exploring the relationship between different GBGI and self-reported quality of life we aim to be able to better understand the importance of these features for improving people’s lives and reducing inequalities within neighbourhoods and across the city. The evidence we produce we hope will further our understanding of how citizens relate to their urban environment, and will help more inclusive decisions to made by local councils about investment to ensure that all residents, wherever they live, benefit from GBGI which enhance quality of life for urban communities.QoL annual survey since 2001, collecting 190 indicator data. Ward level data are published but council gives access to postcode level data. 45 th repsondents each year. 

***ilyen Budapesten egyáltalán nincs…?

Grazia Concilio (Department of Architecture and Urban Studies - Politecnico di Milano, Italy)
Irene Bianchi (Department of Architecture and Urban Studies - Politecnico di Milano, Italy)
Antonio Longo (Department of Architecture and Urban Studies - Politecnico di Milano, Italy)

Landscapes as living heritages: the generative role of artistic and creative practices (abstract)

PRESENTER: Irene Bianchi
ABSTRACT. More and more spatial researchers are engaged with the theories and practices of the arts. They are exploring artistic practices as a means to examine how spaces are practiced and experienced. Artistic practices, in fact, reveal the experiential qualities of space and place, but also provide a way to explore new approaches to shape spaces, to make decisions on their futures. Artistic practices in the end can contribute to broadening our knowledge about the world we live in and offer means to re-imagine it. Within this perspective, the authors present the conceptual framework of the PALIMPSEST Project, a Research and Innovation action funded under the call HORIZON-CL2-2022-HERITAGE-01-10 within the New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative of the European Union launched in 2020. In coherence with the NEB vision and focussing on landscapes as living heritage. Heritage landscapes are usually the result of a fairly sustainable exploitation of environments through material and immaterial practices, determined by and rooted in ways of imagining, living, inhabiting, producing and managing a territory and its resources. Whilst slow incremental changes have mainly added to the valued characteristics of these landscapes, more contemporary and short-sighted practices are no longer contributing to their sustainability. Also, anthropic pressures are increasingly leading to a loss of heritage value, bringing out the need to (re-)imagine a landscape in the face of relevant social-environmental challenges, e.g. related to climate risk and related territorial conflicts. Adopting a “living heritage” perspective, the proposed contribution reflects on the role of artistic and creative practices in envisioning and co-producing future landscapes and in enhancing the capacity of the local ecosystems of actors to tackle wicked problems in a sustainability transition horizon.
creative action for sustainability transition in landscape – a topic connected to NEB

PALIMPSEST, 3 year project, NEB, 15 partners, started March 2023

Landscapes as text and papyrus; art design architecure as re-writing practices

landscape as living heritage … the original balance in human-nature relationship has been changed due anthropic pressures… need to new non nostalgic views how this balance can be re instated

art, design and architecture to help in this, bringing in new actors into the re-imagining process

technical/design and cultural actors have very different views, policy makers add to the diversity
international call for artists… 

Clean air urban landscape in Lodz, main problem air quality. Milan water sensitive landscape. Jerez conflict between wine growing and windmills. 

Call for artist who is willing to sensitively work with the local community, understand the local circumstances and develop some products in co-creation way which then can be prototyped by the project
***érdekes projekt lehet, persze ebben sincs magyar partner…
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Advancing sustainability action in cities through partnerships (abstract)

PRESENTER: Savitri Jetoo
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	Francesco Lipparini (University of Bologna, Italy)

New scenarios for Italy’s historic villages: from regeneration to digitalisation without the excesses of the tourism (abstract)

ABSTRACT. Italy's historic villages constitute a unique reality for their cultural, historical-architectural and traditional variety and richness. Typically located in unfavourable positions, distant from the major economic poles, marked by a predominantly rural cultural past, these areas find today their strength in the quality of the landscape and in the connection with the territory in which they are located.  Historically, the imposition of an "industrial model" has prevailed over a territorial, rural and artisanal dimension, leading to a very rapid economic, social and cultural change, which has collapsed those fixed points of stability in small towns. The emergence of the Covid-19 pandemic has contributed to further exacerbating these critical issues, highlighting the diminished possibilities for smart working and online learning due to the poor quality of online connections, and creating more pressure on already struggling basic services, particularly those related to health care. At the same time, however, this emergence has also highlighted the potential and strengths of inland areas and hamlets, which have been chosen in many cases as places of residence over urban areas because of the availability of larger spaces, the greater presence of nature, and the possibility of more sustainable rhythms of life. This opportunity can therefore represent a significant opportunity for revival and enhancement of great cultural and social value, which is now more possible than ever thanks to a range of available tools and funding. In this context, scientific research, policy actors and the communities themselves are trying to create and develop innovative models to improve living and working conditions in these places.
RRF Italy made it possible to support private initiatives to buy up abandoned properties in shrinking historic villages, regenerate them with local workforce and use for tourist business

Case 1: Santo Stefano di Sessanio: largely abandoned, but emigrated owners could be traced in Canada, US, etc. and their properties could be bought up. 
Case 2: Campofei, 

Case 3: Goro river delta of Po. 

Case 4: Appignano del Tronto, H2020 Ruritage project. Besides pilgrimage, food, tousism, etc also Rural Art Festival. 

Digitalisation of rural villages, balancing physical remoteness, egovernance, help education, e-health, e-commerce, smart transport solutions. 

Villages have to develop their strategies, how to come out from abandoned situation…

Local authorities, national institutions, academic research, private individuals, residents have to work together to give new life to remote and deteriorated villages.

***EZ TÖRTÉNHET, HA NEM AZONNAL ÉS DIREKTBEN OLIGARCHÁKNAK MEGY KI WELLNESS-RE A PÉNZ



	Maruška Vizek (Institute of Economics, Zagreb, Croatia)
Tajana Barbić (Institute of Economics, Zagreb, Croatia)
Anita Čeh Časni (Faculty of Economics & Business, University of Zagreb, Croatia)

The impact of the shifts in tourism accommodation structure on housing prices: The case of Croatia (abstract)

PRESENTER: Tajana Barbić

	ABSTRACT. The adverse effects of peer-to-peer platforms on housing markets at destinations are well known, while the influence of the overall shifts in the structure of tourism accommodation on housing prices is still not well understood. One of the open issues relates to the impact of relative changes in the supply of various types of accommodation, both collective and private, on housing price formation at destinations. The paper employs the dataset on housing prices, its main determinants, and tourism demand and supply variables over the 2012-2021 period for cities and municipalities in a small, tourism-dependent country. The results show that more intensive tourism demand and the conversion of housing stock into private rentals boost housing prices. However, the relative shift in the accommodation structure from hotels and campsites to private rentals depresses housing prices, while in destinations where hotels and campsites crowd out private rentals housing prices increase. These findings could be attributed to the pricing-in effects of an increased supply of tourism amenities developed alongside hotels and campsites that improve the general quality of life at a destination and lower quality of life experienced at a destination where private rentals are crowding-out collective accommodation.
Tourist accomodation offer is in 2/3 from private landlords (in Italy it is hotels…), this goes back to the socialist times, thus has historic reasons. 

Index of vulnerability to tourism, dramatic increase in the coastal areas. Accomodations, concetration, seasonality, …
Data prove that municipalities more vulnerable to tourism exhibit lower housing affordability, especially in coastal and island areas. 

Potential interventions to handle this situation are hindered in municipalities, wher private renting is very dominant and seasonality is the largest. 

Josip Mikulić (Faculty of Economics & Business, University of Zagreb, Croatia)
Maruška Vizek (The Institute of Economics, Zagreb, Croatia)
Nebojša Stojčić (University of Dubrovnik, Department of Economics and Business, Croatia)
James E. Payne (College of Business Administration, University of Texas at El Paso, United States)
Anita Čeh Časni (Faculty of Economics & Business, University of Zagreb, Croatia)
Tajana Barbić (The Institute of Economics, Zagreb, Croatia)

The Effect of Tourism Activity on Housing Affordability (abstract)

PRESENTER: Tajana Barbić
ABSTRACT. Although researchers have confirmed the impact of tourism on housing prices in many destinations affected with overtourism, they do not consider housing affordability in relation to the population’s income levels. This study explores the relationship between tourism activity and housing affordability, using a sample of Croatian municipalities. Specifically, the study investigates how tourist accommodation, concentration, seasonality and overall vulnerability to tourism influence housing affordability in this emerging tourism-driven European country. The results obtained reveal tourism intensification’s deteriorating effect on local residents’ abilities to afford housing. The findings indicate a particularly strong tourism seasonality impact, suggesting the presence of common negative externalities, such as employment fluctuations, difficulties in maintaining economic status, and revenue instabilities, in localities prone to seasonal tourism fluctuations.
Croatia is a tourist dependent country and has the highest share of STR in the EU. 
Data on STR are reliable, because everything is digitalized, the control is strict and sanctions are big and most importantly, people do not have to pay tax on their income from STR thus there is no reason to hide!
All actors, the hotels, the EU, the IMF, etc. are pushing for the introduction of taxes on STR. However, this is a sensitive political issue, 10% of population is related to STR. Tax will be introduced probably after the next elections…

One third of real estate purchases are linked to foreign investments to buy up property to rent out as STR in non taxed way… EU membership does not allow to limit investments in this sector (only Denmark and Malta got derogation on that rule). 

Croatia lost 10% of population in last 10 years but real estate prices increased. Electricity consumption shows that 10% of stock stays empty… There are no real estate tax at all. Only the academic community talks about the need of introducing these taxes, and this is a very unpopular topic (even within the family of researchers…)
All these are crucial questions, as high real estate prices lead to low affordability which further leads to lower fertility …



	Camille Rantz Mc Donald (Broxbourne Borough Council, UK)

The Production and Liveability of Space in Cloughjordan Ecovillage, Ireland (abstract)


ABSTRACT. Today, ecovillages house over 100,000 people worldwide. This growing movement represents a reaction to the social and environmental degradation in contemporary society. By look at the space in Cloughjordan Ecovillage, the unique example of an ecovillage in Ireland, this research aims to understand how this space was produced, utilising Henri Lefebvre's spacial trialectics in order to assess its liveability using Jane Jacobs characteristics of a 'good place'. Built onto an existing village, less than 10 years after construction began the project was gravely impacted by the 2008 financial crisis and the ambitious design, driven by an environmentally sustainable ethos, is barely visible today. Conflicts and an inability to make and enforce decisions within the internal voluntary governance structure (the Viable Systems Model) have caused a partial breakdown of the governance structure and community cohesion. This is manifest in its space and the 'objective liveability' of Cloughjordan Ecovillage is certainly below average, however the 'subjective liveability' is high and the environmental impact is far lower than national average.
Ecovillages are living labs for sustainability. Global Ecovillage Network https://ecovillage.org/ 
Cloughjordan Ecovillage has been established on the basis of an existing settlement (thus not a bunch of hippies in the field…)

Construction started early 2000s, a group of activists founded a charity, bought the land and managed to put the infrastructure before crisis. Then individual construction started, plot by plot, and the financial crisis stopped the project, the center has not been built, the solar panel park was not functioning as the company went bust. Even so, the architectural diversity is much bigger as compared to rural Ireland (fablab, bakery, hostel…)

100 adults and 55 children live there. Despite some criminality, still no fence, no gated community… There is a long waiting list for the continuation of the project…
Participation burnout, people had different views even on sustainability issues, maintenance of the space failed… even so, social ties are strong. Ecological footprint is half of similar rural settlements. 
Ambitions were too high (at the Celtic Tiger period). 
Debate
Croatia has no discussion on the future of tourism, not externalities are discussed at all. 

The Covid discussions on diversification stopped very fast… 
Speculative investors fuel the business which is ruining spaces. It is hard to fight against this commodification – the case of Vienna is exceptional, a politically and financially strong municipality

